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it to J. C. Marshinan, Esq. the highly oblig- 
ing editor of the Samachar Durpun (a Ben- 
galee newspaper) who has revised all the 
tales from the 3d to the last. These honest 
acknowledgements were deemed necessary 
by the Translator, who has but recently de- 
voted himself to.the compilation and trans- 
lation ofamasing works, I(is his ardent hope 
that every reader into whose hands thése 
pages may happen to fall, will feel himselZ 
amused by, the perusal of them, and thus af- 
ford him encouragement to prosecute the plan 
which he has undertaken, with the view of 
familiarizing himself with the'English Itn- 
guage, and becoming advantageously known 
to those whom he respects. His chief object, 
is to afford himself/opportunities for age 
quiring a fuller knowledge of the English 
language, in which almost all his country- 
men take delight, and which he himself so 
highly prizes. 


The Translator cannot conclude this short 
preface without expressing his heartfelt ac- 
knowledgements to the learned Bishop of 
Calcutta, and to the Editor of the Durpun 
tr their great kindness in assisting him to 
cafry Itis wishes into effect, 
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As many valuable and interesting works 
have been published by modern writers cal- 
culated to please and instruct the public, 
“the translator of this little work is anxious 
toamuse his friends as much as lies in his 
power, by translations from Sungskrit works. 
Ie irusts he shall not be cdnsidered an in- 
tejoper in thus offering to them a few tales 
28 % Loken of his desire to amuse them. The 
work is printed for gratuitous distribution 
anjong those who take a delight in such pub- 
lications, but more particularly among the 
enlightencd friends of the translator, 


KALEER KRISHUN. 
April 30th, 1830. 


A SITORT ACCOUNT OF THE TRANS- 
LATOR'’S ANCESTORS. 


En the reign of Aligow-hur Shahi, or Shah-alum 
Badshabi, the late Governor Goneral, the Right 
Wnorable Lord R. Clive, took a survey of the Wes- 
torn Provinces in the company of several Omrahs 
or Noble persons, among whom the Translator’s 
Gerand-lather, Muha Rajah Naba-krishun Bahadoor 
was one, who was then His Lordship’s Dewan. 
When they arrived at Delhi, Mis Lordship visited 
Llis Majesty, who invested the Lonorable Compa- 
ny with the Tithe of Sabut Jung, with the privilege 
of ruling over the three Soobahs of Bengal, Behar, 
and Orissa; at the same time the Title of Mu- 
ha Rajah and Rughoobeer Jung Bahadoor, was al- 
so granted by lis Majesty to the Moonshce Nuba- 
Krishan, with tho equipage of Sushi hazaree mun- 
sib, Pour thousand tlorse Artillery, Palkee Jhalur- 
dan, 'Toghe, or Mlag, Kettle drum, &e. After which, 
when His Lordship returned to the Presidency, ho 
was quite delighted with the fidelity, integrity, and 
veal of the said Muha Rajah in the Honorable Com- 
pany’s service. ILis Lordship ont of great condes 
seension and favor, brought for him a gold Medal 
from Mngland, presented by the TEonorable Compa- 
ny asa token of respect, ou which was engraven in 
Persian characters, the Title of Rajah Bahadoor 
under the arms of the said Tonovable Company, 
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and that of Lord Clive, in the yoar 1187, for which 
favor the Rajah Bahadooy gavea portion of Ground 
for the Cathedral yard, and for which act of gene~ 
rosity he received tho thanks of his Lordship. 

When the late Governor General, the Ifonora- 
ble Warren Hastings and Rajah N, Balhadoor, were 
both very young, the Rajah was his Persian Pro- 
ceptor, till the year 1750 as may be socn in page 
219 of Hastings’ Trial.” This noble porsCit- 
age also invested him with the additional Tide of 
high and powerful, 

He died A. D. 1798 at the age of 63, Ioaving 
thyee Daughters, and twe Sons, one of who the 
Translator’s late Fathor, Muha Rajah RarjeKri- 
shun Bahadoor, was invested with the, THe of 
Muha Raja and Bahadoor by the late Governor 
General, Sir John Macpherson, and also by His 
Highness the Prince Mcerza Shugoofta bukhuta Ba- 
hadoor, who was a son of Mecrza Jahandar Shahi, 
the successor to the ‘Throne of the King Shahi A- 
Jum Badshahi Ghazec, and by the Visier Azum 
Nahob Asufledowla Bahadoor, and by the Nazom. 
Bengala, Naboh Babur Jung Bahadoor. 

This Muha: Rajah was acquainted with several 
European Noblemen, and was so very much pleased 
with the oriental Languages that ho spent whole 
days in the company of icarned Mahomedans, so 
much so, that His Iighness tho Prince Mecrza 
Solyman Shekole, sent him a recommendatory 
Shukka, or royal letter, on behalf of a very enlight~ 
ened person Azuf Shahi byname. The Rajah immo- 
diately appointod him his Aid-de-Camp, and when 
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he heard of a distinguished person named Meerza 
Jhontupesh, who had arrived at Calcutta having 
relinquished the Servico of the Dacca Nabob, he 
Drought him to his residence, and appointed him 
to be his Preceptor in the above mentioned langua- 
ges, Since that time the said Muha Rajah com- 
posed seven Dewans (or Poctical Works) and also a, 
Jlistory of the King Moouzum Shahi, in the Oordoo 
fangnage. 

Ve died at the age of 42, A, D. 1824, leaving two 
Daughters and cight Sons, of whom the Transla- 
tor is the Second, who was himself blessed with 
a Son AD. 1829, whose name is Koonwur Luu 
ryndea-Kaishun, 

- 


Culeutta, the 12th July, 1830. 


TALE J. 
On Charity. 


To narrate a charitable man’s actions is to induce 
* one tocxercise benevolence towards others, with the 
view of securing prosperity in the world. 
ILLUSTRATION. 


In the city of Ojjuyinee lived a Rajah named Vi- 
krumajit, who on hearing at a certain time a Bard 
bestowing encomiums on another Rajah, Burraho 
by'name, was highly enraged, and wished to know 
on what grounds such encomiums had been bes- 
towed, when it was replicd by the Bard, ‘ Siro, we 
“are in duty bound to praise such as are deserving 
of it, as well to encourage warriors, as to check 
“ the vicious; but if your Majesty be displeased at 
“ my conduct, and resolved to kill me, itmatters lit- 
* tlc, for no disgrace can fall upon my posterity, 
“in ag much asT have not done any thing wrong.” 
The Rajah listening to this, rejoined interrogative- 
ly, “What did the Burraho Rajah’s bravery con- 
sist in?” To which the answer was, “ In his hay- 
“ing a golden edifice daily at his gate, and in his 
“ having it broken, for the purpose of distribution 
“among the poor; which fact ifit be doubted, can 
“be proved.” The Rajah then desired that the Bard 
would continue in his city, until an enquiry conld 
be madeabout the matter ; for if it were a fact, he 
would'merit some reward. ‘This being agreod to, 
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the Rajah retired into his Chamber, and began to 
reflect on the probability of such an occurrence ; 
and haying deputed his vizier to act during his 
absence, he went off speedily to make the enquiry 
in person, which he did on the shoulders of two 
Bards, Ugnee and Kokeel. On reaching the spot, 
he disguised himself and appeared before the Bur- 
raho Rajah, whom he thus addrossed in his as- 
sumed character, “ Sire, I ama door-keeper of theo 
“ pallant Rajah Vikrumajit, and am como to serve 
‘you from having heard of your Majesty’s fame.” 
The Rajah then agreed to engage him as such,and ho 
saw the golden edifice as the story hadhcen told, ahd 
was surprised to find it true. “ Why,” he asked, 
“could he not havethe sameeflected athis own gato?” 
Engaged in this train of thought, he at midnight fol- 
lowed the Burraho Rajah to the river side, whither 
he used to go in solemn meditation for tho purpose of 
performing his religious ceremonies. ‘Then hosaw the 
Rajah jump into a vessel full of scalding oil; whon 
he had thus devoted himself to death, a cortain god- 
dess restorod him immediately and grantod his pray- 
er, viz. that ofhaving a building of gold for the poor. 
This being over, the disguised Rajah Vikrumajit 
imitated the Burraho Rajah on the following night 
by doing as he had done, and found a similar re- 
sult; so he believed the Bard’s dectaration, and ro- 
turning to his own country resumed his kingly of- 
fice, and rewarded the Bard most handsomely. Af- 
ter this the Burraho Rajah went to the river, whore 
finding no vessel, he was agnazed and perpléXed for 
the loss ofit. A voice however thus consoled him, 
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“No further observance is required from you sso 
“you may return with the expectation of obtaining 
“a golden odifice daily without labour.” The Rajah 
Burraho, hearing this, returned home sorrowfully, 
and lay restless in hed; but to his groatjoy the next 
morning found the golden cdifice as usual. 

Then the very Bard whe had praised this Rajah 
before Vikrumajit, bestowed similar praises on him, 
andoxtolled him to the highest degree for his cour- 
age and charitable actions. 


TALE II. 


2 Ow Swinpathy. 
He that hath a sympathetic heart, is superior to all, 
Sor even the hearing of such a person's name affords 
satisfaction. 
ILLUSTRATION, 


Ow tho banks of Kaleendi river, and at a place 
commonly called Yogincepore,a Mahomedan Prince 
used to reside, who chanced upon a time to be dis- 
pleased at his gencral named Mahimashaho, who 
droading his anger, under the improssion that an 
offended king, a serpent, and a traitor, wore notto be 
relied on, thought proper to take his flight with his 
family to some foroign region, as he concluded that 
his staying there would occasion misery. Thus 
thinking, he prepared to, set off, when suddenly 
ho recollectod a Rajah named Humbeer Deva, as 
being of a compassionate disposition, under whom 
ho wished to scok shelter with his family ;heaccord- 
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ingly presented himself before that Rajah and 
sought protection, which the Rajah refused not, but 
expressed himself thus, “ Fear not, asunder me none 
can harm you,noteven the grim king.” The gene-_ 
ral being encouraged at this, brought his family and 
lived with them under the Rajah in the fort of the 
city of Runstambha ; which circumstance com- 
ing to the knowledge of the Mahomedan Prince, ho 
was highly irritated and ordered his men to prepare 
for battle, which began so dreadfully, that thg at- 
mosphere was darkened by the smoke of the artillo~- 
ry. Thefirst engagement being over, tho Mahomedan 
Prince sent an ambassador to umbeer Deva stat- 
ing, that unless the general wero deprived of his 
protection, a war would ensue, his Fort be taken, 
and the general slain; but Humbecr Bova quite 
unconcerned, replied, that he was well prepared to 
use the sword so long as it was for tho defence of 
any under his protection. The ambassador receiv- 
ing this tart answer, returned to the Mahomedan 
Prince, and related what he had heard, which caus- 
ed a second war to be maintained for three years, 
whereby much bloodshed was occasioned, so much 
so that the Mahomedan Prince, was about to retreat 
from the field, when two of Dumbecr Deva’s coun- 
sellors, who were traitors, went to the Mahomedan 
Prince, and agrced to disclose their Rajah’s secretsto 
him, that he might secure the victory, as a famine 
in tho land had actually given a fair opportunity of 
success, 

‘The Mahomedan Prince hearing this, rogtimed his 
courage, and continued the war, which frightened 
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the Rajah Humbecr Deva so much that he began to 
consult his ministers as to what could be done and 
they comforted him with the assurance of fighting for 
him to tho last, but the poor general came and thus 
addressed him, “Sire, since dangerawaits your Iigh- 
“ness, let me be expelled from hence;” to which 
he replied, “ Rest contented where you are, for you 
“ shall not be sont away to be molested.” This reply 
so"much pleased the general, that he volunteered 
to signalize himselfin the battle ifthe females were 
removed from the castle, at which they observed, 
that since their husbands were to devote their lives 
to the defence of the protegé, and since no climb- 
ing plant could thrive without the aid ofa tree, it was 
impdssible that they could survive their husbands, 
their religion moreover enjoining their dying for their 
husbands on the funeral pile. This observation being 
heard, the Rajah accompanied with his skilful war- 
xiors mounted an elephant and coming out of the Ci- 
tadol, fought valiantly and greatly terrified the oppo- 
site forces by exhibiting sovcral_ headless corpses; 
but unhappily, the battle ended in the termination 
of his own life. 

Behold then the marvellous actions of Humbeer 
Deva who having quitted his valuable possessions, 
out of mere compaasion, exposed his life in a cause 
80 praise-worthy and meta glorious death. 
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TALE JIT. 
Ou Wostility. 


By heaving that, through which the pusillanimous 
may become brave, the indolent diligent, and all 
other persons successful. 


ILLUSTRATION. 


In the city of Mithila, there was born a ceriain 
Rajah of the Karnat nation named, Mallya Deva, 
who had a son, Mulla Deva, a youth of great and 
astonishing energy, who considered that as the king- 
dom governed by his father was cnjoyed by him 
without molestation, as Indra, (the king of doities,) it 
was no proof of valour or excellence on his part, but 
that he who lived upon what he had acquired was 
aloneworthy the name of a valiant man; fora child, 
a woman, and an idiot, must be dependant, but a 
lion, and a man of talent wore masters of their own 
destinies and no wealth was so valuable as that 
gained bylabour, We thought morcover that none 
could by any means manifest filinl aflection with- 
out pain and labour; cven as ancient authors 
admit that a father of many sons is not honoured 
unless one of them be distinguished, Under this i im- 
pression he thought of venturing to the city af Ka- 
nyu-Koobjya, and advancing himself by his own 
exertions, in order to diffuse his fame and thereby 
gratify his father. The young Rajah then haston- 
ing to that city paid a visit to Joychundra, the Ra- 
jah of Kassinagore, calledby the citizens Kasissoro, 
who with due respect conducted Mulla Deva to the 
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palace, and appointed him his chief counsellor or 
principal attendant. 


Mulla Deva by his attention;‘and assiduity ox- 
dended his renown far and wide. One day’ being 
vexed at some slight shown to him, he reflected in 
his own mind that it was diflicult for a man to gain 
respect, or even to be noticed by a Rajah of narrow 
understanding ; and that though one were even 
earned, he could expect no better reception, Hay- 
ing made this observation, Mulla Deva exclaimed, 
“0! Protector of mankind, I came to crave your 

“assistance from a conviction of your religious 
“principles, but now T propose to proceed else- 
< whoro. ” The Rajah upon this said, “0 ! illustrious 
e yorth, what emotions now fill your mind ? and on 
“what principle do you long to go to some other 
“spot?” To which Mulla Deva replied, “ The honor 
“and respect you formerly conferred on mo are al- 
“yoady declining (like the sun in his evening decli- 
“nation) which causes mo to dread you and in- 
“ duces me to quit your royal service.” 

The Rajah on hearing this, answered, “ow came 
« you to guoss my thoughts ?” Mulla Deva replied to 
the Rajah, “ Uwe can display a manly intrepidity, 
« doubtless we may obtain the favor ofa king, as it 
* ig the chief object of heroes to be favoured by a 
“king; thoy cannot howover oxpect it but by a dis. 
“ play ofheroism, I look forward therefore to a bat- 
“tle in yow' kingdom, that I may display my hero- 
*igm and receive rewards.” The Rajah replied, “ I 
“ yeceive revenue from all quarters, hence no Rajah 
‘withstands mo in battle; then 4s no one is over 
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“desivous of becoming my enemy, with whom can 
“there be any combat?” Mulla Deva said, “Tho 
“ conquests ofa king are the source of happiness to 
“ his kingdom, wherefore without war no one can in~ 
“ sure victory, and without victory, there can be no 
« pleasure ; if therefore, 0 Maha Rajah, your Majes- 
“ ty grant me permission to depart, f am ready to do 
so, and wherever I go, the monarch will not fail to 
“war against you.” The Rajah on hearing this, 
felt enraged, and said, “O gallant Mulla “‘Dova, 
“art thou speaking thus proudly? depart then to 
“such a place as thou desirest, and I will follow 
“thee.” Then Mulla Deva said, I now proceed 5 
and went off to the Rajah Chikore, with whom he en- 
gaged himself. This circumstance having come to 
the knowledge of his former master, ‘he was great- 
ly irritated and hastened to the spot with a large 
force. Rajah Chikore then enquired of his friends 
what they thought proper to be done to withstand 
Kasissore, since he had come in such great wrath. 


The counscllors here consulted, and replied by 
saying, “How can your Majesty enter into a 
“war with so small a force? In ow humble opi- 
“nion itis better for you to give up all thoughts of 
“doing so; moreover as your opponent is more opu- 
“Tent than you, your engaging in war with him can- 
“not be advisable. It is necessary that youshould 
“ quit the Fort.” When all this had been said, Mul- 
la Deva, who perceived the inclination of Chikoro 
Rajah, thus spoke, “ O ! Protector of the world, Ra- 
“jah Kasissore is neither coming here to attack 
* you, nor will he ever do tt, and if your Highnoss 
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vely upon my word, and be not alarmed T can in- 
“form you of every particular regarding his intenti- 
“ous.” Chikore Rajah now ordered him to relate 
them, and le proceeded thus, “ Rajah Joy-Chundra 
“is coming hore only in soarch of mo ; T therefore in- 
“trent your Majesty not to take to flight, but to 
“witness my conflict with my cnomies.” But Chikoxe 
Rajah replied, “O Mulla Deva, you are alone, and 
“it ts improper for you to engage with so pow- 
“exful a monarch.” Mulla Deva rejoined, “ that to 
“ engage in battle necded no counsel.” The Rajah 
Chikore then replied, that such actions as were 
never engaged in should not be thought of by any; 
but Mulla Deva having formed his resolution in a 
great*hurry, observed that no hinderance should 
be regarded, since he had to answer for his own 
acts. The Rajah however replied, that the obtaining 
ofavictory was doubt(ul, and that although fighting 
with an equal power was commendahle, yet to 
comhat with auch as were superior in power was 
notso; but rather resembled grasshoppers or moths 
falling into the fire. Mulla Deva replied, that he 
would act courageously and descrye praise, and 
that one who sought for renown dreaded not 
death ; hesides, there were men who were re- 
solved to sacrifice their own lives for the sake of 
gaining victory, and hoisting their banners, and 
that unless men wore go resolute as never to shrink 
from battle, it were far better for them to be in the 
grave; as otherwise, they would be subjected to ri- 
dicule, To this the Rajah ieplied, “ O young Mulla 
“ Deva, you are alone, whereas Rajah Kasissore 
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“has assembled numerous forces, consisting of 
“champions, and it would be impossible for me even 
* to see you so unequally engaged.” 


‘Mulla Deva then proposed to the Rajah that he 
had better remove himself, if he disliked to sco the 
battle, and that in order to do so, he might mount 
his elephant, and remain at a distanco and keep 
out of sight of his onemies, as Mulla Deva would 
manage the battlo and protect the Rajah’s kingdom ; 
which proposal being adopted by Rajah Chikore, 
was accordingly put in execution. 


Next morning Rajah Kasissore with sound of 
trumpet, and accompanied by his forces, reached 
the city gate, which being perceived by Mulla Deva, 
he put on his armour, and abruptly approacned the 
Rajah on an elephant. 


Raja Kasissore thon said, “ O rider, art thou the 
“ messenger of Chikore Rajah or the warrior, Mulla 
“Deva?” He replied, “1am nomessenger, but your 
“ yival.” At which Rajah Kasissore smiled,and said, 
“Tf you indeed he equal to me, approach.” Mulla 
Deva said, “ Why do you not draw near to me? 
«Take a scimetar, and J will do the same, and then 
“we can engage ina conflict; for there is little ad- 
“ vantage in idle talk.” Rajah Joy-Chundra hearing 
these expressions, was much moro enraged, and or- 
dered his army to attack Mulla Deva, and seize him 
specdily, Then Mulla, Deva exclaimed, “ O ! mighty 
** Tlevocs, Peers, Acriel and Immortal Beings, bear 
“witness tomy bravery, O!Gianis contented will 
“you all be atihe Harvest of human flesh ; may 
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“Tincet from ihe angels, with the kind approbation 
“of my exploits.” The battle then commenced and 
before it was ended, the lives of many who had sur- 
rounded him were destroyed, which Rajah Kasissore 
sobserving, ordered the remainder of his warriors to 
shoot their arrows at Mulla Deva, which royal or- 
der was immediately executed. . 


The Tferocs began to terrify Mulla Deva by pierc- 
ing him with their darts, and thercby endeavored 
to throw him off his clephant. They regretted that 
sChakore Rajah, though an old man of about eighty 
years had yet proved a coward, whereas poor Mul. 
la Deva a youth of only sixteen years carried the 
day. Rajah Kasissore secing the heroism of Mulla 
Deva observed to him, that he was worthy of all 
praise; on which he enquired, “ Pray, mighty mo- 
nareh, which of us has won the battle?” Rajah 
Kasissore replied, “You.” Mulla Deva enquired 
what made him think so, to which he said, “ Be- 
“cause you alone have destroyed most of my soldi- 
“ers, which entitles to you the titleof warrior.” Mal- 
la Deva being much gratified on hearing the praise 
of his own enterprize, answered the Rajah’s former 
question saying, T shall survive. In short, the 
Rajah being greatly pleased with Mulla Deva for 
his bravery, took him to his own country, and hav- 
ing got him healed of his wounds, maintained him 
as his own son, and placed him in the post of his 
deputy. : 
At that instant the sages raised their ascriptions 
of praise to Mulla Deva for his courage and the re- 


> 
ward he had received for the same. 
B 


CS 


TALE IV. 
Orn Patour and the habit of acting uprightty. 


Ir had been predicted by ancient sages that in the 
last or (according to the Hindoo doctrine) the iron 
age, men would become exceedingly degenorate and 
acquire vicious habits ; but that if they would take 
into consideration the following narration, and act 
accordingly, their mode of life would be reformed, 
and they would be exempt from the many transgres+ 
sions which the ignorant are apt to commit, 


ILLUSTRATION. 


In former times and ina city called Tustinanugar 
there lived a Mahomedan king named Muha Mulla, 
who for a great length of time governed his empire 
with much diligence and lived in great ease, till a 
Kalfler Rajah observing his peaceful reign began to 
covet his kingdom and proclaimed war against hin, 
from which the Mahomedan king did not shrink. 
Adreadful battle ensned, but unfortunately the Kat. 
fer Rajah’s army being stronger greatly harassed his 
enemy, which induced the Mahomedan king to seck 
the aid of two princes, ane of them of the Iternauth 
nation, the other of a different race, called respec- 
tively Nursing Deva and Catchuk Deva, who agreed 

* to assist him, desiring only that they might begin the 
conflict with the use of scymetars. This being al- 
lowed, they fought on till Nursing Deva succeeded in 
taking off the head ofthe Kafler Rajah, which ho pre- 
sented to the Mahomedan prince through Catchuk 
Deva. When Catchuk Deya was asked how the 
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Kafler Rajah had been slain, he said, “ O protector 
“ofthe poor ; it was with great difliculty that E slew 
“him for he mado the best use of his sword against 
, “me, but in vain.” This account pleased the Ma- 
homedan prince and induced him to ask what had 
become of Nursing Deva, ashe and Catehick Deva 
had beenunitedly engaged in the battle, to which the 
reply was, that he had been left on the field welter- 
ingin his blood. The Mahomedan prince hearing 
this, repaired to the spot where he lay and found him 
“covered with blood. He then brought him home and 
caused his wounds to be healed, after which both 
the warriors were handsomely rewarded, Greatly 
delighted at this, they thus accosted the prince, “O 
“ syeat monarch, a knowledge of war, and bravery 
“in conducting it, are of atl worldly knowledge the 
* most essential, for unless a man be skilled in war 
“he cannot defend his country from the attacks of 
“his enemics.” This speech so pleased the Ma- 
homedan prince that he rewarded the men a second 
time, and that very hundsomely, 


TALE V. 
On Bove ov truce Charity. 


Tures lived a certain Rajah, Vikrumaditya by 
name, who once upon a time resolved to detect 
the artifices of thievos, and accordingly having dis- 
puised himsolf, sct about it. It happenod that one 
night as he sat at the gate of a heathen temple in 


a district of his own.country, he perceived four men 
Bs 
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whom he took to he robbers entering a thicket, where 
they at length seated themselves and held a consul 
tation as to the manner in which they should pro- 
cecd to roh; but said they to cach other, “ wo must 
“first Gill our stomachs ere we venture oat to put om" 
“designs in exceution.” The Rajah overhearing 
this, approached in a friendly manner and pretending 
tobe favourable to their views thus addressed them, 
“Would you kindly allow me to partake of that 
“which may be left after your meal, ere you sct out 
“ on your intended excursion?” On this the thieves 
asked him who he was, and he replied, “ an indigent 
“person, subject to great hardships merely for want 
“of food.” The thieves then desired to know why ha 
was reduced to that condition to beg in that dreary 
place, to which the Rajah replied, “ merely because 
“ Ehave not the means of support, and because on 
leaving home, I had thought of going on pilgrim- 
“age.” The thieves hearing this, offered him somo 
food if he would he subservient to their designs, to 
which the Rajah in the disguise of a beggar agreed. 
When food was given him, however, instead of par- 
taking of it, he sont it away by a servant of his, 
whom he had kept all along concealed. At this the 
robbers began to fear that he was not a thief like 
themselves, but some fellow in disguise and all ex- 
claimed, “ Tf our designs be fally exposed to such an 
“one he will doubiless bring us into trouble.” But 
though they indulged these thoughts, they proceeded 
to the house of a rich man, where the first thing 
they did, was to bore a holein the wall to enter into 
the houso. When they hdd entered it, they took all 
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that thoy could find, and having proceeded {o dig a 
hole in a certain spot without the city, secured their 
booty under the ground, The Rajah taking no- 
dice of all this, wont his way and held a couneil in 
order to discover these robbers, when it was agreed 
that he should devise somo stratagem for that pur- 
pose. Soon after, these identical robbers chaneed 
to enter a tavern where the Rajah was, who on 
secing them, went home and dispatched some of his 
guards to bring them bound before him ; which was 
immediately done. ‘The Rajah then asked them 
whether they recognized. him, and they replied, they 
did, The Rajah at that moment called to their re- 
collection the evil deeds they had committed and 
theys*frankly owned their guilt, upon which the Ra- 
jah showed compassion to them, desiring them to 
retum the stolen goods to the owner and ordering 
them not to do the like any more. The Rajah, 
morcover, to prevent it, gave them a handsome sum 
by way of donation, that they might be supported 
withont having recourse to any such nefarious prac- 
tices. In addition to this, the Rajah omployed ono 
of them under him as a Minister of State and sent 
the others away well stored with various things: 
Tho man in chargo of the aforesaid high office aft 
terwardys showed his gratitude hy proving loyal. 


TALE VI. 


On Cowardice, 
ILg that is without valor is called Timid; if he 


be fearful about his dwn life, he is called Cowardly; 
B38 : 
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but he that is afraid of spending moncy, is called a 
Miser. Of these two characters, wo shall first 
speak of the coward. A coward is so fearful that 
he dreads every little thing, even when there is no: 
cause for foar. Besides he thinks himself fee- 
ble and is incapable of withstanding an opponent, 
when there is every reason to believe that he could 
oppose him. 


ILLUSTRATION. 


To the south of the river Ganges there lived a Ra- 
jah named Paree Bhadra who ascended the throne 
through the assistance of the ministers, but who was 
very cowardly. This induced the surrounding 
Rajahs to challenge him ono after the other¢ but 
he refused every challenge, and allowed his posses- 
sions to be attacked by his focs, and thereby dis- 
graced himself; for it is a well known saying, that 
the Rajah who acts cowardly, must be subject to 
disgrace. The Minister finding such cowardice on 
the part of the Rajah and perceiving the advantage 
his enemies had acquired, exclaimed, Sire, wo find’ 
“that through your vain fear your kingdom has 
been overrun by enemies; we intreat you, there- 
“fore, for God’s sake to show some manliness at 
* this hazardous juncture.” The Rajah asked them 
what they meant by manliness, and they answered, 
“ the proving one’s bravery in battle.” The Rajah 
on this remarked, that it were better to attempt to 
make peace at first to avoid a battle; if that did not 
succeed, it would be proper to prepare for war; 
they however said, that if there was a necossity for 
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war, why not fight at once when their possessions 
were surrounded by enemies? ‘To this the Rajah 
said, that by going to war, his elephants, horses, 
gnd troops would be destroyed. They asked him 
of what use they were ifnot for battle. The Rajah 
continued, that it was not merely the horses and 
troops which would be destroyed, but his own exist- 
ence would also be at stake, in case of an attack in 
a field of battle, forit was known only to God whom 
an arrow would hit first, whether the Rajah or oncof 
his attendants. ‘I'he Counsellors, notwithstanding 
all such lame excuses, proceeded to enforce on the 
Rajah the absolute necessity of going to battle. The 
Rajah however, still fearful, wished them to fix on 
soma warlike person to head the army as his sub- 
stitute, and the Counsellors with a view to encou- 
yago him said, that it was essential that he should 
Jead the army, for then there would be a display of 
bravery on the part of the monarch 3 since it was 
affirmed by wise men that none ought to expect 
good from another's instrumentality, nor a king- 
dom through the power of another, nor learning 
through the exertions of another. But the Rajah 
unable as yet to make up his mind said, that he 
wanted suiliciont courage telead anarmy, and thatif 
they wished to destroy his life they might send him 
to battle. "The Ministers concluding from all this 
the truth of the Rajah’s cowardice expressed their 
astonishinent one to another, and observed that dur- 
ing his father’s life time he was not so cowardly, but 
that on the death ofhis fajher, he had begun to shew 


this spirit; they however procrastinated not. but 
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unanimously came to the resolution of preparing 
themselves for battle, as otherwise the kingdom 
would be taken by their adversaries and they would 
lose their lives. ‘ 

At this time one of the Ministers observed, that 
probably the King though he did not understand 
their design, might come unawares and overhear 
their discourse, which would tend to their injury, 
After this they all retired in a hody to their respec~ 
tive abodes, and the Rajah was defeated by his op- 
ponents. On hearing the sound of a trumpet, he ex 
claimed to his Ministers that he had understood from 
the medical shastrus that the sound of the trum- 
pet was very inauspicious to him who heard it, and 
that he was greatly alarmed at the sound.” The 
Counsellors replied, “OQ Maha Rajah, the sound of 
“a trumpet is not the omen of evil, but the fear 
“which has gained possession of your mind is a 
“most inauspicious omen. Atlength the Rajah 
took to flight, and became the subject of ridicule, 
for allowing his antagonists to take possession of 
the kingdom left to him by his father. Well thero- 
fore do the wise say, that through cowardice one de- 
prives himself of his fortune and becomes the slave 
of another. This being the case, may hoaven grant 
that a man with these feelings may always be dress- 
ed in feminine attire. 
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TALE VIL. 
On Miggardliness, 


A Miser, though able to make donations, is yet ever 

" destitute of the advantage resulting from their 
being given ; therefore ne person regards such an 
one, 


ILLUSTRATION, 


In the city of Muthoora, there was a Banker 
named Goordhiun, a very great miser. By trad- 
ing in piper longum, or Jong peppor, he had ac- 
quired immense wealth. When a famine was ex- 
pected in the city, he began to meditto thus, “If 
my family waste all my wealth, I shall be exposed 
“ to misery, perhaps to death, Tt is better therefore 
«for a man to live in solitude that his wealth may 
‘be better secured, for without such a step, men 
“are ruined, and become ultimately poor, which 
“ yenders them objects of pity. In short, I must 
“ preserve my richos in some unknown spot, and 
« then seek for what I do not yet possess, 

After this meditation, he put his project in exe- 
cution, and represented himself according to the 
wise, as a Miser, who in order to accumulate 
wealth cither by hard Jabour or by unjustifiable 
acts, becomes slightly es(cemed by his children, 
Finding himself now much distressed by the loss of 
his family, of which he himself had heen the cate, 
he yet scemed as unmoved as ever, though his re- 
fusing a single loaffor the sustenance of the family 
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had occasioned the loss of them. Prior to thoir 
death they had craved some pecuniary aid, but in 
vain ; for instead of affording it, he made excusts, 
and repented the following vorse, “ [earken, oO 
« my family, the life of the miser consists in his 
“wealth; and if that be wasted, why may nota 
person as well seck for self-destruction ; if you 
“take my life away, how can the loss of my 
* wealth be regretted 7” Soon atter his sons and 
wife perished from want. IIe then began to re- 
flect, that if one’s self acquired wealth be not used 
for his family, neither ought it to be expended for 
his own use; besides without a family, of what 
avail islife? At last the benevolent inhabitants 
of the city, seeing the banker reduced to a skeleton, 
said, “ It seems you are to die for the sake of your 
wealth, since death will certainly ensue; yet 
“you ought to expend your riches in supporting 
“life, for of what use will such a largo treasure 
“be? it is better for you to die at present, because 
the life of a miser depends upon his wealth which 
“he preserves with great care, and tho loss of 
“ which inflicts pain; so he reccives not that beno- 
“ fit from his riches which he ought to draw from 
“them.” Tearing this, Goordhun exclaimed, 
“OQ! Inhabitants of this city, what do ye say to 
“me? I must not expend my money in corporal 
“pleasure, for I would rather hazard my own lif, 
“than my property.” The inhabitants then repli- 
ed, that after his demise either some Rajah or some 
thief would take possessign of his estate and pro- 
perty; on which the banker said that it was only 
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the substance of those who were void of wisdom 
that was seized by others ; for his part he would 
suspend his money to his neck and thus dic. Wav- 

«ing said this, he went to the Ganges with his 
wealth about his neck to destroy himself. On 
reaching the spot he exclaimed to a boatman, “0! 
“ brother, it is true I came here with an intent 
* to die, but I cannot effect my purpose ; T there- 
“ fore offer to give you a part of my wealth if you 
will drown me.” The boatman then observed, 
that he could not believe his words unless he show- 
ed him the coin, Me then displayed the gold coin 
to the boatman who seeing them, said, I now con- 
sent to relievo you of life. We then plunged him 
intorthe river and when the spirit had been separat- 
ed from the frame of his body, took to himself all the 
coin belonging to that Miser, Such treatment do 
those misers receive who wholly trust in theirwealth, 
and make it the chief object of their thoughts. 


TALE VIV. 


Oit UidTolence, 


Exertion is one of the virtues of the human vace ; he 
who lacks it, is deemed slothful. 


ILLUSTRATION. 

In the city of Mithila thore lived a Royal Coun- 
sellor named Beereshur who was very charitable 
and benevolent, and always supported both the in- 
digent and forlorn as wel] as the indolent, the latter 
on account of their*inability to labour for them- 
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selves, But in performing acts of charity to those 
Jast mentioned, he exposed himself to blame, forrit 
was said that he thereby countenanced sloth, ‘At 
length the covetous hearing the success of the indo-. 
lent, approached the Royal Counscllor with confi- 
dence ; but he, guessing their hypocrisy was on hig 
guard. When therefore they came to ask for gifts 
herefused to give any, saying he wished to know how 
they passed their lives, whether in indolence or in- 
dustry. After this he went to the spot where theso 
men slept and setting fire io it, stood by. Those 
who had pretended to be indolent being much alarm. 
ed at this event, began to make their escape, as did 
also those who were but partially indolent; but 
those who were inveterately so, began to counsel 
with each other in that sad condition. One man 
covering his face with his cloth said to another, O 
brother, why all this noise? Another said, I suppose 
the house is on fire, A third, Ah lis there no bene- 
yolent man hore who will out of pity cover one with 
a wet cloth or stand by one’s bed to save his life? 
The fourth said, O friends, how long will yo conti- 
nue to babblo thus; cannot you hold your peace 7 
The Royal Counsellor hearing their conversation 
and seeing them about to porish, dragged them by 
the hair from the house, and saved them from des- 
truction, fle then repeated a verse to the follow- 
ing purport, “ The life of a wife depends entirely on 
“her husband, that of a child on the mother, and 
“ that of the indolent on the charitable.” Ho then 
bestowed handsome rewards on them, and largoy 
donations than ho had hefore given, 
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Without a cause there can be no effect. Henco, 
heroism, contemplation, and exertion, are tho three 
prime causes by which men acquire distinction, and 
when these virtues are wanting, a man becomes a 
“thief, as is related in the first book written by com- 
mand of the accomplished and virtuous Monarch, 
Muha Rajah Shib-sing, which says, that there was 
one Herecole Rajah, who addressed the Chief of tho 
Moonees thus, “ O illustrious one, who understand- 
est every thing which pertains to courage, I at 
“ present wish to hear respecting the habits of the 
“wise.” ‘To which the Moonee replied, “ O Muha 
“ Rajah, be pleased to pay attention ; he who can dis- 
cern that which is ‘hidden, is a wiso man, ITIoar~ 
“ing such narrations, makes even the ignorant 
“wise, Ifo whose understanding is clear, and who 
“ig free from vice, is called an intelligent person ; 
* among such there be men of different habits ; lot 
“us first listen to that which describes a Ready 
“Wit.” 


TALE IX. 
On Keoady Wit, 
He who is able to carry into effect the object of his 
thoughts, is reckoned a man of ready wit. 


ILLUSTRATION, 


AN ancient Rajah named Prithoo, being onco in- 
clined to go a hunting, thought proper to take his 
wife along with him. [Ye was accompanied by a 
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regiment of Cavalry as well as a train of Elephants, 
and haying reached the intended spot, began, to 
rove about in search of game, but it happened that 
he there saw a beautiful new-born infant wrapt up, 
in a piece of cloth. The moment he perceived the 
child he thus spoke aside to his wife, “ Obsorve, 
“my beloved, this charming sight in the wildemess 
“and admire with me the strangeness ofthis event, 
“ that a human being should have had its birth in 
“this wilderness filled with fierce and roaring lions.” 
Bis wife at his desire looked attentively at the 
child, and being quite enchanted with it, told her 
husband that she wished to adopt the child as her 
‘own, and that she would ifhe agreed to it, take it to 
her palace. The Rajah expressed his dissatisfac- 
tionat this and said, “O wicked woman, thou seem- 
* est to possess a strange disposition in wishing to 
“adopt a child of whom thou knowest nothing, 
“ and of whose parentage thou art ignorant.” The 
Ranee answered, “ O Muha Rajah whether I know 
“ the parents of that forlorn child or not, is imma- 
* terial, while Ihave a desire to adopt it as my 
“own; with regard to parentage, that is a matter 
© of little concern, for human beings aro all alike, 
“ birth or rank making no difference at all.’ The 
Rajah hearing so plausible & remark, instead of 
agreeing to her request of taking the child to the 
palace, wounded her with an arrow as is customa- 
ry for Gentile Rajahs to do when enraged ; but the 
Ranee seemed not toregard it, which the more exas- 
perated the Rajah. So he ordered that she should 
be leftin that desert alone and unprotected, ‘which 
was immediately done. The Ranee thus left, be- 
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gan to think of her husband’s cruelty, but the affec- 
tign she had for the helpless child prompted her to 
submit to allhardships, In the course ef timo she 
travelled from one forest to another, till she came to 
a place where the compassionate wife of a certain 
brahmun lived, whom she thus accosted, “O for- 
“ tunate woman, I am now come to thee for shelter, 
“having been deserted by my husband merely be- 
“cause of my regard for this poor infant ;" to which 
the brahmun’s wife replied, “T perceive by thy 
 deportment and appearance that thou art not the 
* wile of any but a Rajah, though stript of thy orna- 
“ments, To have thee as an inmate would rejoice 
** me indeed; so live with me as Jong as thou pleas- 
* est,” The unfortunate woman then lived with her 
and tho two continued mutually to nourish and 
train up tho helpless child tillit attained an age ca 
pable of articulating words, when the boy said to the 
Ranee, “ Mamma, what is my father’s name ?” To 
which sho replicd, “I know it not as yet.” Tho 
boy folt astonished, and thought it strange that the 
mother should not know the name of her husband, 
for, suid he, “whence have I sprung? who could 
“ have boon my progenitor? If f know not my own 
“ father’s namo, my life must be a scene of woe and 
“uneasiness.” YLaving made this romark, the boy 
romained quict tillit grew older, when no longer able 
to remain casy, he aitempted to destroy his life, at 
which the Ranco burst out thus, “ {Tear now, O loye- 
ly child, delight of my life, hear what occurrenco 
* took place during your infancy.” She then related 
every thing at full length And the hoy seemed afllict- 
od. IIo then promised that he would devote his life 
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to fulfil her hopes, since she had suffered for his sake, 
The boy then wished to know where he had been 
found and being informed of it went thither with the 
Ranee. On his arrival, he saw a Moonee of whom 
he very politely besought assistance. Tho Mognee* 
on hearing all the particulars, asked the boy to pro- 
duce the cloth on which he had been found asleep. 
When it was put into his hands, he produced the 
counterpart of it from his own dwelling, and a little 
abashed thus addressed the lad, “O youth, hearken; 
when I was busy in 1eligious austerities, Indra 
“being much alarmed, thought within himself that 
“T might acquire his kingdom. IIc therefore sent 
“an exquisitely beautiful fomalo named Tillutuma 
“ Vidya-huree to interrupt my religious devotions, 
“That girl seemed to delude me by her en¢hant- 
“ ment, as is customary with Nymphs; according to 
“the saying of the wise, that a female of exquisite 
‘beauty cannot fail to draw away the attention of 
“the wisest man, That female is your mother and 
“Tam your father. Having accomplished her 
* errand by destroying my devotions, sho threw of 
“her habiliments and ascended to heaven.” 


The Vishaka hearing all this, and knowing his 
mother to have been a goddess, proceeded to the city 
of Rajah Prithoo, together with the Rance. On his 
arrival, he placed the Ranee in a private house and 
went himself to the Rajah in the habit of a servant 
and was engaged as doorkeeper in his service, and 
performed his duty with such assiduity asto bring all 
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the grandees of the kingdom under his influence. He 
then asked his mother what she desired, when she 
observed, “ O son, if you ave able-to bring Rajah 
Prithoo to me in chains, I shall be much charmed.” 
Soon after Vishaka came to her with the Rajah her 
husband bound, when she exulting, expressed to 
the courtiers the satisfaction she felt, but regretted 
not being so well acquainted with them all as to be 
able to declare past things ; but begged to be allow- 
ed to do so, if what she had to relate should be cre- 
dited, Tho courtiers agreed to listen to her and 
the Rance asked the Rajah if he could recognize 
her; to which he answered, that he did, for she 
was once his wife. She then asked, if ho recogniz- 
ed tho Vishaka, and the Rajah replied, that he did 
not, but the Ranee brought to his recollection that 
he was the boy respecting whom shehad said thatman 
could not be an object of contempt, whatover might 
be his station. The Rajah at this felt ashamed 
and began to supplicate her, which had the desired 
effect, for the Ranee received him back and he was 
yostored to the kingdom. Then the Rance and 
Vishaka wont to the Royal apartments and Visha- 
ka paid his respects to the Rajah as to his father, 
and became the heir to the throne. ‘Thus was 
brought to pass the saying of the wise, that xiches 
and friendship mity be acquired any how, but with- 
out a ready wit no one.can ascend the throne. In 
short, one who possessos this qualification becomes 
great in the world, Tho conduct of Vishaka and 


iho reward ho obtained, aro related in tho hook of 
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Neetee Surbushya and Moodra Rakhsasu. Those 
booké “are still in vogue. 


_TALE &, 
On Quick Apprehension, 


Hé who can comprehend any thing on its being pro» 
pounded, and who never forgets that which he has 
once heard, is called aman of quick apprehension. 


ILLUSTRATION. 


THERE was once-a great poet in the country of 
Gour called Shree Hursu. Waving on one occasion 
composed the poem of ‘Nul Churitru,’ he judged 
that a poem written with taste, and delightful to the 
mind, and embellished with the true ornaments of 
poetry, must bring fame to the poet; and thata 
poem without these excellencies, was only an ob- 
ject of derision, As gold is tried in the fire, so tho 
value of a poem is to he tried in a conclave of po- 
ets; for a poem which the learned roject, can 
bring no adyantago to the writer. On this Shroo 
Hursu, taking his poem, departed for Benares, that 
he might subject it tothe examination of tho pocts 
of that city. Whenhe had reached it, he made 
known his wishes to Kuccoke, That great man, 
unencumbered with worldly pleasures, had given 
himself up to religious duties. In mid-day as ho 
proceeded to the sacred stream of the Ganges to 
bathe, he listoned to the secitation of the poom of 
Shree TIursu, which the authér daily repoated to 
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him as he walked down to the ghat; but he regeiy- 
ed no reply, This induced him one day thus to ad- 
dress tho pundit: “0 excollent man, on this poem 
*«T have bestowed much lahor; regarding you as & 
“ pundit, and attached to you asa fellow-country- 
“man I have travelled a great distance that I might 
“obtain your candid opinion of its merits or de- 
“fects, I daily follow, you and repeat it; but 
“though you have heard it, youncither praise nor 
“censure it, which leads me to fear that you have 
“not listened to my recital.” Kuccoke replied, “How 
can it be said that Ihave not listened to it? I de- 
“termined not to give my opinion of it tT had 
“heard the whole pocm, and formed my judge- 
“mofit of the correctness of tho ideas, language 
“and arrangement; hence I have hitherto remain- 
“edsilent, Ihave now heard and comprehended 
* the whole of the poem ; if youdisbelievo me, lis- 
“ ten, and I will repeatit.” Maving said this, here- 
poated all that he had heard of it. Shree Tiuygu 
was astonished and overcome with joy, saluéed 
him by falling at his feet, and said, “O most 
“excellont Kuccoke, Iam perfectly astonished at 
“your powors of quick comprehension,” Kuceoke 
then highly extolled the poem, pointed out ita de- 
fects, suggested improyéments, and sent “the poct 
home in a state of the highest enjoyment. The 
Jearned have said, that those who are able to 
judge of things, are always disposed to overlook 
the defects, and to fix their attention ¢ on the Deau- 
ties of a work, as Hel ue whichis tnable to ex- 
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tract honey-from a flower bristled with thorns, yet 
enjoys its odour. 


TALE XI. 
On swindling. 


He is a swindle;, who though devoted to wicked 
actions, uses mildness of speech, whose ways are 
vicious, and who takes delight in dealing unfair. 
ly with his fellow-nen. 


ILLUSTRATION. 


Ty a certain city, on the banks of the Godavory, 
* there lived a Rajah, Sumoodrasér, why had » son 
called Chundrasén, a youth excellently disposed, 
whom a swindler viewing fiom a distance, deter- 
mined to defraud, flavin settled in his mind that 
to sebure his object, it was necessary for him to em- 
ploy flattery, he boldly approached the Rajah’s son, 
and addressed him to the following effect: “ Come 
“ young sire, lot us hasten to somo forcign country 
“where we may oxpéct much plunder.” Theso 
words not being suflicient to alluro the young princo, 
the swindler began to use entreaty, relating at the 
same time some falso and alluring tales, which so 
80k with the youth that he was induced to follow the 
swindler. 'The tales related chiefly to youngnymphs, 
who he said were casily obtained at the place to 
which he was about to take the prince. ‘These al- 
Tirements worked so far gn the young Rajah, that 
he departed willingly with the decciving swindler, 
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but found to his cost tiiat thé miscreant taking ad- 

vantage of his being alone, first bound his legs with 
somo creepers that he found in the road, and then 
nlmgst blinded him with tho blows which he ‘bes- 
towed on him, which caused the poor prince to cry 
out for mercy. The swindler, however, togardless 
of his cries, robbed him of all that he possessed 
and then took to flight, The Rajal left in so sad 
a predicament repented of haying ever formed qn 
acquaintance with sucha man. After much deli- 
beration, he endeavored to rise that he might return 
home, but was disabled from the injury he had 2e- 
ceived, Atthis time, however, he was assisted by his 
two sons who came and nourished him, being deeply 
affecfod with their father’s disgrace in haying ven- 
tured to associate with a‘swindler. ‘ThE Rajah at 
length 1ecoyering his strehgth, met another Rajah 
called A. B, who scemed much pleased at the meer 
ing, but regrotted the miserable condition in, which 
he anpeara o {ORT Nevovor® ‘that the 
samo Rajah proposed a marriage between him aida 
young Princess of an adjacent country ; a proposal 
which was immediately agreed to by the distress- 
ed"Rojah, After the marriage had taken place 4p 
one day baw'the swindler who had tt and 

immediately ex hiied, #Oh thon ciuel and deceiv- 
ings wretdh f THES HAE alow! art he who made mo 
“ suffor so deeply. ‘lds! Alas | thou art that felon, 
“put he assured, that dining my future life, H 
“he more on my guard against seductigns “le 
swindler hearitté“this” decamped forthwith? and the 
Rajah hastened td Ait Une MTG Whee he con- 
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trivedaneans forthe detection of the swindler, who 
heifiesovertaken, wasat length duly punished for 
histconduct towards the Rajah, The swindler while 
undergoing punishment, confessed that his crimes, 
merited the chastisement, for his conduct had Deon 
highly culpable. 


TALE XIL 


Ou Wirkerness. 


This is indeed a horrible crime, and the cause of evil. 
Hi. gan only, be discovered when any upright man 
shas,beeninjured, orgudver an ny inpogent person has 
been suspected of dishoyesty, or when any one 
Sound guilty of any act, justifies himself. 


BPRS Pa ey 
Sty ees ILLUSTRATION: : 


Ina city failed Koosoompoor, a certain man 
named, Chunder-gooptah wag raised tothe throne by 
the chiefminister. In his time there lived abrahmun 
and. his. spouse ; it.sp happened, t that she was.de- 
liygred of, gon, after which the brahmun died, and 
his widow being in adyerse cirowmstances and hay- 
ing no means of providing for herself and her child, 

determined to leave the place, The poor infant was 
thnedeft.in,p.belplosy,,state and abandgned to. the 
tender mexey of,a kind proyjdence, when a certain 
neighbour called .Some-dutt,,a banker by, profes- 
Mion, seeing the infant.so,soplorably deserted, took 
him,undgy his care and, supplied hig svants from his 


( 88 ) 


own funds ; he also got.him initiated into, the’ brah+ 
minical religion and. aducatedein-Rindoo loarning. 
About this time an astrologer. camoxto the-city and 
. Seeing the infant, declared that he would notspossess 
a gOod disposition, since he had not been brotight 
up in the rank of his forefathers who were btah- 
muns. Ilearing this declaration, all the people be- 
gan to suspect the child of possessing an evil dis- 
position, but the banker in hopes of an ultimate re- 
ward placed the boy at the king’s court and main- 
tained him till he attained an age fit for obtaining 
service, when he was eigaged by the king and so 
provided for, as to yequire nothing of the banker. 
One day in a joke he asked his reputed father why, 
having cherished him hitherto, he was now become 
so unkind. To this the banker replied, “How 
“comes it that when you aré“so well’ patitiized 
“by the king you still require aid from another, 
whereas it is you who are bound to maintain 
md.” This conversation’ fea fie yoiite: to hter 
that the banker expécted some "return for‘his’ tou 
ble, whilst the boy cared orily to dtnast! whitey “A. 
disagreoment between thom was the consequence; 
the boy -indignantly said to the banker, “Thou, 
«wretch, art of all bankers the es for eae 
* thug.” Tho banker a: gta he’s: stpeb 
auipporigd? 2 hyg bil oll ee bie’ “Svercomé “with 
fear, continued to assist the boy with whatever . 
could procure. The banker's wife perceivi 

and séking somo discomposute it? her@iits 
hehavioiu, thade this remark to’ BUNT ny 
* dear husband Seton iitfeated by 
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<cthis hoygfor though he is blessed with ‘riches, he 
‘cggertiseeunmindlul:- of you and -daressstill-to-en-\ 
<e§i@ach-upon your wealth:”.:-'To: which thebanker 
replied, thatthe boy: was: so. ungrateful « that*he 
would -readily injure him*by repeating some ‘fafse- 
hood'to:the-king, ifthe were ‘to: reftain: from, support. 

ing’ ity fon thie learned ‘sages. says" that: “axman 
seighotld for his own security present somethifig to 
<théwicked.”’ She then’ restimed, “If this boy be 
“ go ingrateful, wliat benefit haye we derived from 
“training him ‘up ?”:. ‘The banker then replied, “I 
«yt first little thought that he would turn ont a per- 
‘gon of this “chayacters but as the five elements 
* shitfoutid hpman haings, so'the minds of the wicked 
* abdtind: with: evil!’ aifd#thiére ts no sign by. which 
* the wicked ¢an be distinguishod but when their evil 
‘deeds become manifest." The ‘case of the boy is 
€ ydyolting, and itis to ho hopedhe.will be discarded 
< by the: king.” The banker’ '3-wife then said, that it 
was most adyiseable to send the wretch away ; to 
which the‘ man remarked;: ‘that ns disease was re- 
moved uly by: dogrees, so must it. beast eaprded 









vgn be: atpebted to” pie: horiost, and'that 
asthe boy had proved 0 yory unkind; he: was de~ 
termined: to represent his: coriduet to'the king'that 
Hes ight b duly Puniahed: Soon Sealed his wile hie. 







said, # Afair though 
i ik: iB 4 now. begged 
hid to:give:a ‘full: -StaOrn teBthe-boy’s: condust-to 
hissovetoign;-when: theahinitold her-thathe was'so 
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abominable, that he:had:on  cextain ocbastoitinde 
nounced these: ¢hresversessin ioeRajahies presenge.~ 
and caused theiBtajalicto: ati wigiérieDhowerses.- 
were these; $Iho Rajah. be careless -abdtituaig kings 
«ddan, heantist lose:its if he-have: adargovnity. apd: 
“govern itnot properly, he:mustin timesufferfomhis. 
* negligence; and; if: he-have-several relatives and. 
« devote all:his time-to. them, hecannot, but risk his 
“own: life, “On the Rajah’s hearing thesescouplets ' 
he ‘took.a:distike to the boy-andsthus roplied to. him, 
A counsellor. bears the weight ‘of thec kingdom; - 
“but a king enjoys every comfort-athis ease.” |, The 
boy. hearing this became.sorry, and in otder to set-the 
Vizier at enmity with. the Rajah, went to the. former 
and began to backslide his monarch, saying, “Dost 
“thon know, O coutisellor,:thatithe king is unfayor- 
“ able'to thee 7”: -Thé.Vidier-from that-moment bore 
animosity against. the.king:.:"The ‘banker's wife 
hearing all thisy:pressed her hushand to proceed, to 
the: Vizier’ “and reprosont. -thie.real-character of the” 
youth, ‘which at hor-request he ventured todo, ; an 
coming to the Vizier, he declared all thatho Rnev of 
tho lad, adding-that he would assuredly get him 
puni od), for he ‘was certain that he had Bee guilty 
























pee averoytand. “until the hi 
found, “This was: “Ablaat ‘do \ 
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ed bofare, the king and said, ‘‘ My hushand was a 
“mendicant who used to live on alms; {t ehancad 
6 once,, that going to beg in some foreign country, 
« there came to me a chundaul who proposed marri-_ 
“age, saying that my husband had been long dead. 
“TJ was married fo him, and;this hoy of whom you 
“ enquire, is ourson.” The king now concluded 
that the statement could not but be correct, and as 
the banker craved the Rajah to punish the youth, 
the king ordered him to be severely chastised, 


TALE XII. 


On Ugnovatee, 


Ty wise are evet superior to all others 5 but the 
ignosant are the reveise, for they may be compar- 
ed to marble, the beauty of which 1s not perceived 
until the polisher has put his hand to it. Tho effects 
of ignorance are fear, laziness, anger, vain offorts 
and Jagciviousness ; the cause of ignorance in a 
man ‘may De traced either to his being naturally ig- 
norant o1 to his associating with people of mean 
character and shallow understanding, for which he’ 
is at last disdamod by all, as the following narra- 
tive will evince. : 

In the city of Kousambhee there lived a man nam~ 


ed Shanteedhur, whose son was naturally ignorant, 
for the youth though placed in. classical seminary 


( 87 ) 


was so very dull headed that he never made any 
progress in his studies; but how stupid so ever 
he might be, his father thought highly of him and of 

, his abilitios, One day he took him to the royal court 
to Bhew off his ability, but he seon discovered his 
mistake, for on the Rajah’s asking the youth afew 
questions, he was quite confounded and knew not 
what to reply. Upon this the Rajah derided him, 
and reproached his father ; which accords with the 
declarations of the sages, that though a man be 
brought up in the first style, yet if he lack know- 
ledge, he is to be reckoned a heast. 


TALE XIV. 
On Stupidity, 


This is so very shameful a thing that the mere mention 
of ti entails disgrace ; whenever a wise man asso- 
ciates with one who is stupid, he runs the risk of 
becoming like him. 


Ture was a place noar the Gundukhee river, 
covored with giass and weeds, at which all the gow- 
herds of tho vicinity asgembled with their respec- 
tiye ‘faqgilics to food their cows. Among them one 
had a son named Solubhu, who though well edu- 
cated in the duties of a cowherd was yet ignorant 
of all the manners of human society. Hig father 
one day finding his mother on a sick bed, reproach- 
ed hiin, saying, £O nnfecling son, thoy deservest the 
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“severest punishment for thy ingratitude to thy 
“mother, whom thou dost not even notice, though 
* she is laid up with disease.” ‘The boy fell much 
abashed at this reproach, and engaged to attend 
her. IIe performed this service, however, ina 
brutal manner, for he brought some grass to feed 
hey with,’ got the room smoked, and having done 
so, fastened her hands and feet with a cord, and be- 
gan to use her ashe would acow. [lis mother 
who was at this time almost speechless through 
weakness, shrieked aloud, which caused her hus- 
band to hasten to the spot where she was thus mi- 
serably situated. On his coming to her, she beggod 
to be relieved from her deplorable state. The peo- 
ple of the neighbourhood tdo were present ow the 
occasion, and aided her husband to loosen her. 
Vearing that her son was the anthor of this evil 
deed, they reprimanded him and repeated the fol- 
lowing moral saying, “If a wicked person imitate 
“beasts by acting without sense and using their 
“ food, he will doubtless endanger life in the end.” 


The Vidyaputce pundit having gone through the 
second book, began with the third by the sanction 
of Maha Rajah Seebsingh, 


Tho UWurcole Rajah now wishing the sagos to tell 
him dbout the actions of the learned, they replied, 
“ Be pleased, 0 King, to pay attention, for he who 
“listens to such narrations must niceds give heed to 
“them, and at the same time endeavour to acquire 
“knowledge, that his faine may in time bo spread 
“abroad, He who is well versed in learning is called 
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“ scientific. There are four kinds of sciences, two of 
* which are termed jhe principal, and the most useful, 
“ viz, Sustru Vidya or the knowledge of war, and 
& Shastra Vidya, or the knowledge of books. Theso 
ay doubtless preferable to wealth, because know- 
ledge can never be purloined by any monarch as 
‘* wealth may he, for though a man should suffer in- 
“convenience and hardship in the acquisition of 
“ wealth, yet he runs the risk of losing it; whereas 
“knowledge is connected with tho mind, and is not 
* exposed to any such hazard. But though it is so 
“ valued yet it can be of no avail except a man be- 
“haye uprightly ; for whorcin docs manliness consist, 

“ ifnot in having the heart purified and the mind 
* filled with learning, He who is learned commands 
“yespect and honor, To acquire this there are four 
* yules of conduct, viz. that he associate with the 
“Joarmed ; that he behave himself properly; that he 
* he ever studious, and that he perform religious du- 
© ties, without which the learned are never respect- 
“od. Asto associating with the wicked or vulgar, 

* oy even with the ignorant, it is absolute folly.” 


As to learning, there can scarcely be an exact de. 
fnition given of it; for the more one learns, the better. 
Tf one possessed a knowledge of Tactics and of the 
Shastors (orthe science that relates to secular know- 
ledge,) as also of Logerdemain, Dancing, Painting, 
&c, he must be seckoned a man ofloarmning. But 
ofall the above-named sciences, that of Tactics is 
the most requisite ; for unless a man knows the art 
of defending his céuntry, he can never enjoy the 
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credit of learning any thing with ease ; whereas ho 
who knows the art of defending his country, is ever 
reckoned a man of good understanding. 


1 


ILLUSTRATION. 


In the reign of a certain king, Dhara by name, 
there lived 9, brahmun who had a son and heir nam- 
ed Nirbibecke. The youth having quitted his stu- 
dies and being far from a. civilized being, used to go 
a hunting daily. Once at the persuasion of his mo- 
ther he remained at home, and happening to hear 
the warbling of birds which were at some distance, 
he supposed them to be in a hole on the top of a hea- 
then pagoda, close to his house. He endeavoured 
to bring them down, butalas! he soon found out 
his mistake, for as he put his hand into the hole, a 
snake twisted round his arm, and he cried aloud 
for help. Upon this, almost all the people of his 
néighbourhood came to his assistance. fn fact, tho 
noise he made was so great, that the king himself 
yan to the spot and enquired what was the matter. 
As soon as ho was informed of it, a man immedi- 
ately camo forward, who boldly promised to rescuo 
the unfortunate youth from the danger into which 
he had plunged, provided he were rewarded. 'Tho 
Rajah agreed to satisfy his expectations. The man 
on reaching the spot, asked the youth which arn 
was entwined by the serpent, The youth having 
told him which was thearm in danger, the man lost 
no time in giving the serpent a blow which cut it 
in two; the boy was immediately xescued and 


( 41 ) 


came down with joy. The Rajah seeing this, ful- 
filled his promise and rewarded ‘the man, on which 
the sages exclaimed, that skill in the use of arms 
owas, that which led to a man’s obtaining his de- 
sires, 


TALE XV. 


Out the Krotulenge of the Shastrus, 


He that is well versed in Reading and inall Arts and 
Sctences is esteemed a Scientific man, 


a ILLUSTRATION. 


In the city of Ojjuyinee there lived a Rajah called 
Vikramaditya. It once happened that a brahmun 
troubled with a headache appeared before him, and 
thus addressed him, ‘‘ Muha Rajah! since Rajahs 
are known to be distinguished in these three par- 
*diculars, first in supporting their subjects ; sécond- 
“Ty, in endeavouring to heal them of their diseases, 
“and thirdly,in keeping them free from danger, let 
“me entreat to be relieved through your royal 
“kindness ofmy headache.” The Rajah felt much 
allected at this, and sent for an astrologer, Burahu 
by name, to know whether the poor brahmun was 
likely to be healed or'not.' The astrologer count- 
ing his fingers told the Rajah that without the use 
of liquor there could bo no hope of his-recovery. 
‘Tho Rajah hearing this, and taking itinto due con- 
sideration, thought within himself that as the pun- 
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dit’s advice was inconsistent with the Shasters, it 
would be better to send. for anothermedical adviser. 
Fle accordingly called for Doctor Hwrish-chunder, 
on whose arrival he asked him with what complaint 
the brahmun was troubled, and the remedy fo¥'such 
a complaint. Tho doctor knowing too well what 
the disease was, alledged thatit was called Brum- 
hakeeta, and that there was no remedy for it. 
Such a reply startled the Rajah, who immediate- 
ly asked with surprise whether God had not creat- 
ed all sorts of medicines suited for all kinds of 
diseases ; to which the Doctor replied, “ Let it not 
“displease your majesty ; but there is one kind of 
“medicine which brahmuns are precluded from 
“taking.” The Rajah then desired him to name it, 
and he said, that as the man had.an insect in his 
brain which could notbe destroyed either by fire,wa- 
ter, ora. dagger, liquor was the only effectual cure and 
the only way by which he could be relieved of his tor- 
ment, The Rajah hearing this, felt still more sur- 
prised, and putting his hands to his ears, exclaim- 
ed, Alas ! shall liquor be given to a brahmun? But 
the doctor continued to say that nothing else could 
‘save his life. The Muha Rajah, however, being a 
vigid Hindoo, sent for a pundit called Suburu- 
swamee, a man learned in the Dhurma Shasters, 
and asked his opinion on the subject, viz. whether 
a brahmun might he allowed to drink liquoy; to 
which the sage replied; “ Not unless it be intend~ 
“ed as a' medicine, or in a case of emergency, or 
. “when life is at stake.” At this moment the doctor 
who was all the time present, thus addressed the 
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king, “ Judge, O mighty Sire, within yourself 
“svhether the brabmun may drink liquor or not ; 
“for I foar to transgress in this case, being igno- 
,yant of the effect of the liquor, whether it will en. 
‘sifie recovery or cause death.” The Rajah who 
seomed submissive to the declaration of the pundit, 
ordered that it should be administered, and a voice 
immediately issued forth from the skies to this effect, 
*O Suvuruswamce, be not so rash as to give the 
“sanction of thy authority to a bralmun’s drinking 
liquor ;” butSuyuruswameo little heeding the voico, 
on the contrary, allowed the brahmun to take the Ii- 
quor, assuring him that the voice was nothing, and 
was inconsistent with the shasters, As soon as he 
had gaid this, lowers descended as il were in a regu- * 
Jay shower on his head from the sky, sent down by 
tho Ifindoo Deitios, ‘This sight amazed the Rajah, 
for it betokened great respect, according to Hindoo 
Mythology, and it lcd the Rajah as wellas the cour- 
tiers from that moment to show peculiar reverence 
io that pundit. ‘The brahmun, who was troubled 
with the head-ache soon after took some liquor, 
but as he was on the point of drinking it, he heay- 
ed a deep sigh which expelled the insect from his 
brain, ‘Tho Rajah calling to mind the declaration 
of the physician, that it would not be destroyed hy 
fire, water, or a dagger, proved the truth of his say- 
ing by placing fire on the insect, throwing water on 
it, and afterwards striking it with a dagger, all of 
which proved ineflicient to destroy it; but when it 
was thrown into liquor, it instantly perished. The 
Rajah appeared highly satisfied and praised the 
D 
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physician for the truth of his declaration, who re- 
marked that he had been all along aware that the 
worm could be destroyed only by the scent of liquor 
and had therefore advised the use of it, The Rajah, 
after this, being pleased with all the three meflical 
men, who had given the same opinion, rewarded 

- them handsomely and despatched them to their res- 
pective homes. 


TALE XVI. 
On a knowlenge of the Pevas. 


He who has studied the Vedas and the six following 
Books, viz. the Treatises on Docirine, Sacred, Pre- 
cepts, Grammar, Astrology, Prosody and Neerukt 

_ (which pertain to the Vedas, and explain ab- 
sivuse or unconumon terms,) is called a man of 
learning or one who is acquainted with literature. 


ILLUSTRATION. 


In the city of Uvuntec there lived a Rajah, Preeah 
Srecngarah (or an amorous man) who on one oc- 
casion taking a survey from the torrace of his 
palacein the city in which he resided, happened to 
behold a young woman of that place, the daughter 
of Pruchoor-dhuna, who haying bathed in a pond 
nigh to the place, was passing by it. No sooner 
did the Rajah behold her, than ho was strack with 
her beauty and became cnamoured ofher and Jong- 
ed to have herin his power. With those thoughts 
in his mind, the lascivious *Rajah sent a female 
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agent after the girl, who following her from a dis. 
tant, entered her house and began to allure her with 
these words, “ | rejoice-at thy good fortune of which 
“thou knowest but little, for the Rajak of this 
“ place, though hie has more than a hundred beautiful: 
“ damsels at his palaccis, notwithstanding so taken’ 
“with thy beauty, that-he wishes to-see thee. I 

“would therefore recommend thee to accompany 
“me, oftwhich thou wilt have reason to rejoice here- 
“after.” To this the young woman replied, O 
 Pandress, all thy entreaties are vain, for itcould 
“never be supposed that I should yield! to thy 
“ suggestions, particularly when thou desirest me 
“to prove unfaithful to my lawful husband by go- 
“ing-to the Rajah’s palace. [low canst thouimagine 
“that I shall: be guilty of:so very serious a crime 
“as that of adultery, for how ugly and deformed 
“socyer'a man may be, his wife is not justified 
in attaching herself to another man whether he be 
“a plebian or a king.” The Pandross hearing this 
reply, renewed her enticement and said, “ Dear girl, 
“thy husband is not here now, why then dost 
thou fear to accede to our wishes, more par- 
“ ticularly when thou art required only to do that 
“Which will cost theo but little ?*How canst’ thou 
“moreover'live by thyself, thy husband being far 

“away?” The young woman unable any longer to 
bear her Satanic advice, requested that she would 
say no more, for allher attempts would be fruitless, 
just as a dry tree can never he brought to thrive by 
irrigation. The Pandress fi nding her attempts vain, 


yeturned to the Rajah with a dejected countenance 
DB 
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and represented to him all that had passed be- 
tween herand the young woman, ‘The Rajah being 
highly offended, sent a message to the Governor of 
the city to say that the woman had lost her virtue, , 
in the hope that this would lead to her being dlis- 
dained by all. 

In the course of time her husband returned from 
his voyage, and hearing the false report which had 
Deen spread abroad, discarded her. This so deeply 
affected the innocent woman, that she fretted to 
the extreme, and began to live upon dry food, by 
way of mortifying herself. This course of life so 
deeply injured her frame that she was hardly able 
to moye, but her neighbours taking pity on her, 
came to her assistance. She then desired {o prove 
her chastity to the people around her, and even 
to the whole city by passing through an ordeal. 
To accomplish this, she ordered that some butter 
should be placed in a vessel and the vessel kept 
in a hot oven. When it was heated, she threw 
a ring into it, and as the fire was blazing, dippod 
her hand in the butter and took out the ring to 
the utter surprize of all who saw it, As soon as 
the ordeal was completed the poor woman was 
again respected by all as a chaste female. ‘Tho 
villainous Rajah still rotaining his enmity against 
her, became yexed that she had passed through the 
ordeal and had established her virtue. Thinking 
that he could prevail on a loose woman to pass 
through a similar ordeal, he issued a decree that 
all people should attend to witness the act. When 
they were allassembled, & brabmun put axing into 
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t copper vessel and heated it over a blazing fire. 
Toe then requested the vicious woman appointed 
o pass through the ordeal to take it out, but a- 
as! tho mement she dipped her hand in, she fell 
mthe ground almost lifeless, to the astonishment 
fall tho spectators, who extolled the brahmun 
or his priise-worthy act. The Rajah who had 
vitnessed it himself, felt quite abashed and apolo- 
‘ized to the virtuous woman, and by way of restitu- 
ion for the injury he had done, recommended her to 
vey hushand as a chaste woman against whom he 
iad spoken out of animosity, Thus then it is clear 
hat the knowledge of religious books gives birth to 
‘entleness and modesty, as the above narration of 
he avoman’s conduct evidently proves, 


TALE XVII. 
Ow Sreulay Mirswlenge, 


Te who is well versed in the knowledge of world- 
ly affairs, though he be not acquainted with the 
Shasters, 18 reckoned a clever man. 


e ILLUSTRATION, 


Iw the city of Kooscompore, there lived a Rajah 
amed Nunda, who had a Kayustha Vizier, named 
Sukutar, Once on a time it happened that the 
Rajah was much enraged with him for some petty 
offence, and ordered that his goods should be seized 
and that he and his family should be confined. 


” 
Duritsg the confinement he allowed only a seer of 
D3 
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barley ‘for their meals, Sukutar subjected to such 
hardships, observed to his fainily that that Rajah 
was no better than a Chundall (onc of a very low 
caste,) for inflicting such hardships onthim and al-« 
lowing only a handful of barley for their meals, and 
putting them to such distress-without just cause. 
‘He furthermore said, that as the barley ordered by 
the Rajah was insufficient even for him, much 
less could it suffice for them. It became necessa- 
ry, therefore, that he who undertook to defeat so 
dreadful an enemy should take all the barley to 
himself. His family replied, that ashe was‘the on- 
ly person capable of doing so, it was incumbent on 
him to take the whole of the barley, Sukutar 
accordingly ate all that was allowed and acquired 
strength, while his family died through starvation. 
Soon after it happened that the Nunda Rajah, 
on coming out of a room, appeared very checrful ; 
at that instant one of his female slaves, named 
Beechukhuna, laughed, which induced the Rajah 
to ask her why sho laughed thus. She answer: 
ed that it arose from her thinking on tho subject 
which caused his cheerfulness. The Rajah hear- 
ing this, desired to know what had caused him to,be 
cheerful. At this request she began to feel alarmed, 
and replicd, that she knew it not. The Rajah then 
observed angrily, “O vile creature, thou hast this 
“very moment declared that thou wast laughing for 
“the same reason which made me chocrful, and 
“now sayest that thou knowest not tho cause, I 
“tell thee that for the libprty thou takest in speak. 
“ing falsely, thou shalt be punished, unless thou 
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« informest me what caused thee to laugh.” The 
ghl now paying due attention to the words of tho 
Rajah, and perceiving him to be angry, begged for 
a wonth’s lime to frame a reply, to which he con- 
sented. The girl then began to think deeply on 
the cause of the Rajah’s cheerfulness, and unable 
to discover it, determincd to take the opinion of 
some man of understanding. Knowing that the Vi- 
zier Sukutar was superior to all others in under- 
standing, and concluding that he might enlighten 
her on the subject, she went to him and finding him 
in a state of starvation, first of all presented him 
with some refreshment, after which she related the 
matter to him, and asked what answer she should 
make, when the month had elapsed. The Vizier 
not knowing who had laid such a charge on her, 
desired her to mention his name, upon which she 
answered, “ Our present Rajah.” The Vizier then 
instructed her what to say, and she, going to the Ra. 
jah, joyfully explained the reason of his laughing. 
The Rajah asked her to tell him the name of the 
person who had instructed her to make such an an- 
swer, for he knew that none but the Vizier Suku- 
tev, could have done so, determined if this were the 
cage to praise him rather than her forthis deep know- 
ledge. ‘The Rajah turther wished to know whether 
Sukutar were still alive or not. The girl re- 
plied, ‘‘ Yes, my Lord, he is but deplorably immur- 
“ed in a dark dungeon and laments the loss of 
«his family.” The Rajah immediately ordered one 
of the Captains to bying ¢he Vizier before him, on 


whose arrival, the Rajah rewarded him with many 
DA 
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handsome presents and appointed him to an im- 
portant office. 


The Vizier being thus exalled in rink, began 
to reflect, that he should never be safe after all the 
sufferings he had undergone ; for it was well under- 
stood that a man's contracting friendship «with his 
foc must prove dangerous to him through life, With 
this reflection he took an oath to destroy the Rajah, 
because he had occasioned the loss of his family, 
more particularly the irretrievable loss of a valu- 
able son, Having taken this oath, he sought the 
means of performing it, and entering a garden on 
horse-back, met a brahmu engaged in cutting all tho 
kosha grass and pouring butter-milk over the ruts, 
The Vizier then asked his name, and the placo 
of his residence. The brahmun replied, that his 
name was Chanikyu, (a person skilled into tho Vo- 
da and the six sciences mentioned hefore,) and he 
gave him his reason for cutting the grass in theso 
words, “ Ewas about to be married, when a root of 
some grass unexpectedly pricked the solo of my 
“foot and occasioned much loss of blood. LE was 
“ obliged to give wp the thought of marriage, for it ds 
“declared in the Hindoo Law, that if blood issuo 
“from the body ofa person previous to his religious 
“ observances, it isan evil omen. I have therefore un- 
* dertaken to root out all tho grass in the place where 
“TJ received the injury.” The Visier hearing this, 
said to the brahmun,“T know you aro a clever 
“man, and very strict in the performance of your 
promises,” Ho then bogan to think that if this 


brahmun were in his confidence, he could certainly 
destroy the Rajah. After having made this reflee- 
tion, he commenced cutting grass, merely to please 
the prabmuii, to whom he shewed great respect 
and bade him to come on the day of the Rajah’s 
father’s obsequics, becanse he knew prior to invit- 
ing him, that this brahmun was not to be invited on 
that occasion, The day of the ceremony at length 
arrived ; the brahmun made his appearance, but no 
sooner did the grand Vizier perceive him, than he 
thus addressed the Rajah, “ O my Lord, it is quite 
* contrary to ourlaws to admit this brahmun to a 
* festival like the present.” The Rajah instantly 
commanded that the brahmun should be expelled 
froin’ the assembly, which being deemed by him 
a gross insult, he cursed the Rajah with death and 
then engaged to kill him. = Suckutur observing 
this, was quite overjoyed, and went ofl'to Benares 
with the intention of committing suicide. See 
then how the Vizier succeeded in his wishes merely 
by his knowledge of the world. 


TALE XVII 
Ou he Sctence of the Pera, 


le who is skilled in the Veda as well as the Vedanta, 
is justly termed clever. 


ILLUSTRATION. 


TueRajah of Koosoompore invited a Pundit nam- 
od Chanikyu on the day of his father’s obsequies 
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and treated him with disrespect at the request of one 
of his ministers, which induced the pundit to take 
revenge. Asa foolish man annoys asnaketohis own 
cost, so did a certain native prince Ninda diggust® 
a pundit, who afterwards caused his destruction, for 
the pundit having sworn to see the Rajah dethroned 
and another substituted in his stead, fulfilled his ro- 
solution by bidding one Chundra-goopta to follow 
him in pursuit of his evil designs. While he was 
doing so, this Pundit, by the aid of witchcraft, caus- 
ed the aforesaid Rajah’s death, and now there be- 
ing no king to govern the people of the place, this 
fellow ofa pundit went up to a neighbouring prince, 
desiring thathe would enter into a league with him, 
and by force of arms raise him to the throne. “The 
prince, called Purvut-kessore, agreed to this propo- 
sal. Aftera bloody battle the pundit succeeded in 
gaining his object, andimmediately resigned half the 
kingdom to Puryut kessore, and enjoyed the other 
halfunmolested, after having raised Chunder-goopta 
to the throne as the nominal Rajah, In the course 
of time this Chundra-goopta acquired the respect 
of another Rajah, who sent him a beautiful young 
woman, and wished him to receiyo her as his 
consort, but Chundra-goopta discovered that sho 
was an object as much of dread as of desire. With 
the view of injuring poor Puryut-kessore he trans~ 
ferred her over tohim, who became enchanted with 
her, and haying takenher as his partner, died almost 
instantaneously, for she was but an imaginary wo- 
man ora fairy in disguise, ., When Chundra-goopta 
heard of this he was quite pleased, for he expected 


( 68 ) 


‘the other half of the kingdom back, but feared lest 
the virgin Rakhsasa, of the neighbouring kingdom, 
should lay a claim to it. To frustrate this attempt, 

she laid a plat tq have her driven out ofthe city, in 
whith he succeeded. Shortly after, a rumour was 
spread abroad that war would be made on him for 
iisill conduct, at which he appeared much concern- 
3d; but no battle ensued, and ‘he enjoyed his right 
unmolested, and the sages who-were present at all 
these transactions, praised the Pundit for his suc- 
sess in all hig enterprize. 


TALE XIX. 


On the Srience of Drawing, 
ILLUSTRATION. 


In former times thero Jived two friends, named 
Susee and Mooldeva, who became inordinate in their 
desiros, and anxious to view different countries 
set out on a journcy, When they reached the ci- 
ty of Kogsula, they perceived a nymph called 
Cowmoody (the moon,) the daughter of the Rajah 
of that city, coming from tho interior of Jogeenee- 
mut towards them, . Mooldeva seeing her exqui- 
site beauty and filled with admiration, fell on the 
ground, while the other Susee ran to his assistance, 
and having restored him to his senses, assured him 
that every enquiry ,should be made relative to the 
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girl he had seen, Soon after he meta gardener’s 
wife whom he asked about the young woman, and 
who told him that she was the Rajah’s daughter, a 
female ofa strange disposition, for though her faz 
ther had proposed several times to marry her 40 de- 
cent young men, yet she had always refused him. 
Susce hearing this expressed his astonishment that 
a young woman should possess-so strange a dispo- 
sition, for they aro in general attached to the other 
sex, and haye an ardent desire to be united to them, 
Tle proposed however to go to the Princess in feme- 
nine attire, if the gardencr’s wife would conduct 
him to her, to which she agreed, They then proceed- 
ed together (Susec in female apparel) and the mo- 
ment they saw the Princess, the gardoner’s wife in- 
troduced him asa fomalo named Suseelekhi' of proat 
virtue desirous of serving her. Quite pleased with 
the offer, she engaged her. Soon after he entered into 
a conversation with the Princess, and enquired why 
she abhorred men, to which she replied, “ Dear Su- 
“ seelakha, I do not wish to tell you my reason ; so 
“trouble not yourself.” But ho went on to importune 
her; till sho was led to open her mind in words like 
these, “In a former birth £ was a deer, and my 
“husband was Krishna-sara (ora kind of male dn. 
* telope.) While we wero engaged in grazing in a 
© certain field, a net was thrown over us by somo 
* fowler, and I at that time pregnant and wable to 
“move, remained silent, but anxious for the safety 
“ofmy husband, I proposed to him that he should 
make his escape, but alas ! his aitachment to mo 
* prevented his doing so, ‘and he fella victim to the 
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“ towler’s darts, Whilst expiring, he told me notto 
“be uncasy since he was pleasod to fall a sacrifice 
“to deliver me from my troubles, After the death 
£ of so fuithfal a husband, I resolved to live a life 
© of Solitary virtue, for could never endure the 
“thought of having another partner after receiy- 
‘ing such a token of my husband’s affection, 
“Some time after 1 thought of committing suicide 
“as Iwas very uneasy in mind, When I had accom- 
“plished my purpose, I took my second birth as 
“Jateesmura, or one able to remembcr the ac- 
* tions of former births, and Iam resolved to live 
“without a husband.” = 'Ehe man hearing all this, 
very artfully asked where her husband was ; to 
which she replicd, she knew not, and as she said 
this, she began to weep, when the man assured her 
that there was a possibility of her seeing her own 
husband again. Ife then came to his friend Mool- 
deva who was quite taken up with the Princess, 
and related all that he had heard, Mooldeva 
being clever in the art of drawing, took an op-~ 
portunity (o paint a representation of a doe and its 
fomale entangled in a net, as if to point out the 
Princess and her husband in their former birth, 
This picture represented the Princess and Mool- 
deva in a corner, When this was brought to 
her by Mooldeva, she began to weep but he 
comforted her, and Susee pretending to be en- 
raged, checked Mooldeya, but alas! the besotted 
Princess thinking the painter was her husband 
standing before her, reprimanded Susce. He ask- 
ed her if a painter could not draw what was 
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now shown to her. She said, “ Yes, a painter can; 

“ but he cannot describe the particulars of my life 

“ which none but you know.” Susec then-assured 

her that Mooldeva was her husband, which she he- 
lieving, took him to her father, who happily se- 

conding her wish to be married to him, they were 

married with great pomp. Hence it is plain that~ 
the art of Drawing is very useful, as being the 

means of deceiving weak-minded females, 


TALE XX. 


On Singing. 


One who knows how to sing, is esteemed an ayree- 
able companion, for by singing he gladdens the 
hearts of those with whom he may be in company. 
Tt gives him the title of a clever man and secures 
him wealth. 


ILLUSTRATION. 


- In the city of Gorukha there lived a Rajah named 
Oocuyu-singhu who waswell skilled in different arts, 
on which account several of the learned used to he 
in attendance on him constantly, much to their own 
satisfaction, It onco happened that a songster call- 
ed Kula-nidhee came from the city of Teerbhooktec 
and presented himself beforo that Rajah, and gratify- 
ed him much by his songs at the time of the celebra- 
tion of Hindoo worship. That Rajah therefore re- 
warded him handsomely, which coming to the 
knowledge of those songsters ‘who were omployed 
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under the Rajah for the purpose of singing, they be- 
came vexed and chid that poor songster, and asked 
the Rajah why he had rewarded him ;’ to which he 
Jeplied, “ Because I was quite pleased with his 
“ songs.” Upon this they remarked that they could 
sing hetter and give greater satisfaction if put to the 
~ trial. To this the Rajah agreeing, desired the songster 
to commence the trial by giving them a song, but he 
refused it, saying that there appeared no necessity 
for him to compete with vain-boasting singers since 
his qualifications were so well known to all who 
were acquainted with him. ‘The songsters hearing 
this, appealed to the Rajah touching the pride he 
had manifested, saying that he was but a pedantic 
youth for boasting in the manner he had done, The 
Rajah concurred in opinion with them, but the song. 
ster still persisted in refusing the trial. At length 
he agreed that if the opposite party would com- 
mence the trial he would after that exert his powers, 
and that in the ‘presence of Muhu-deva, a heathen 
deity. The other songsters seemed willing to agree 
to this, but observed thatas Muha-deva was not here 
now, the Rajah might act as his substitute for he 
could give his opinion unreservedly and impartially, 
The songster no sooncy heard this than he changed 
‘hig mind, and agreed to proceed to his trial first. 
The other songsters replied, ‘ You may appoint the 
“deer to judge how you sing.” Kula-nidhee, or the 
songster, answered, that as deers were fond of music, 
they could not well answer the purpose, and that 
cows would be better judges of songs. It was then 
agrecd that cows should*be pitched upon. The 
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Rajah then remarked that the test of superiozity 
should be this, that the cows should give up dyink- 
ing at the sound of the vocal music. This being 
agreed to, the trial commenced; and it, wasconclud- 
ed by the cows demaining motionless when Kula- 
nidhee sung. So he was grected with general ap- 
plause as being the first of songsters, and the Rajak~ 
quite pleased, bestowed additional rewards on him, 


TALE XXI. 


On the art of being applauded and respected. 


It ought to be the object of every rational being to 
acquire such knowledge as admils of no contia- 
versy. 


ILLUSYRA PION, 


In the city of Dhara there lived a Rajah, Bhojo 
by name, before whom a certain poet once camo 
wlalst he was at court and repeated a verse to the 
following eflect,; “ Your Majesty is deserving of 
praise from the opinion your subjects have of your 
“hindness, which is so great as to cause geiforal 
“pence and harmony, so that we live unmolested 
“wherever we dosive ; but there is one thing, I re- 
“grot to say Iam not satisficd with, which is, that 
‘ny wifo’s jewels being false have not yet been 
“converted to real jewels.” Tho Rajah hearing this, 
becama quite pleased, ahd bestowed on tho poet 
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many valuable Gems. — He returned héine Joy- 
fully, and the Rajah was highly exto ed and res- 
pected, ‘Thus was confirmed the’ saying of sages, 
that “a Rajah cannot be applauded except he 
prov® beneficent,”’ 


TALE XX. 
Orn Backwardiuess in Learnitg, 


Backwardness in learning is a mark of an evil incli- 


5 nation. , 


ILLUSTRATION. t 


On, the Southern bank of the River Ganges 
there resided a Rajah named Burraho. Tt t happens ; 
ed once that an unfortunaté Pundit ‘called’ Bagbi-’ ie 
Jas camo into his kingdom with the view of obtain- 
ing some aluis from him, He went first to the Ra- 
jah’s ‘Counsellor and begged permission to appear 
before the King, to which the Counsellor replied, 
“My good frlond, your ‘appearing before the King 
“can bv of no avail, for you,are a learned Poet, 
ss ho an ignorant Rajab ; and no value would be sct 
3n your merits, 1 recommend you thorefore to 
avoid the court of the Rajah, whose inclination’ 
‘is not to bestow alms on any.” ‘The loet after 
listening to this, replied, “Though the Rajah he ig- 
“norant, yet I doubt not he will be gratified to hear 
“my Poems recited.” The Vizier however remark- 
ed, that he paid no atientton to verses that were 


read to him, nor did ho degive to reward any one, and 
gE 
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was unworthy ofa visit, Me therefore dissuaded 
the poet from going to sea him. ~The Pundit ‘proud. 
‘ly answered, that his poems were so vory enter- 
taining as to be calculated,to ploaso the most cal- 
lous. The Vizier finding the man so deterrrined, 
granted his request, Introduced to the royal pre- 
sence, he read a couplet setting forth the praisee~ 
of the King for having defeated his foes and won 
many battles, The Rajah whispered to the Vizier 
that the pundit was merely using flattery, but the 
Vizier replied, ‘‘ whatever his words be, he deserves 
“a reward,” The Rajah scemed to take no notice of 
this saying, but on the contrary said, that when mo- 
ney was to be expended, he did not wish to be 
thus flattered. The Pundit then went away in sor 
tow, particularly for having gone to an Ignoramus, 
From that moment he resolved never to study poe- 
try. The Vizier at this time gave him every conso- 
lation, saying, “ Bo not disheartened that a stupid 
“ Rajah has slighted your knowledge, but continua 
“to improve in your poetry.” Having said this, 
the Vizier rewarded him, but returning home, he 
forgot that adyice, and very foolishly began to nog- 
lect his studies and thereby fell back in his com- 
position. 
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TALE XXIW 
Ow tgrorance, 


He who neglects his duties in youth, and spents his 
time idly, is reckoned a stothful and insignificant 
person ; and thaugh he be possessed of wealth, yet 
it can be af no avail to him, for money or jewels 
can never be esteemed equal to learning. 


ILLUSTRATION, 


TuERz lived in the reign of one Teerbhookt Ra- 
jah, a cortain ignorant brahmun named Rabidhur, 
who though fortunate in every xespect, yet used to 
ho rtdiculed by his brethren for his Stupidity and 
want of knowledge. ‘In these circumstances he be- 
gan once to think, that though illiterate men valued 
outward appearances and decoration much, still 
nothing but learning could be esteemed valuable, 
for without it every thing else was useless. IIe 
therefore deemed it prudent to resolve to edugate 
his son as it was propor a father shotld do. ,He 
engaged a toachor for him, but at a scanty salary. 
Ja process of time when his son commenced to stu- 
dy, the boys of his class used to call him (a, brute, 
which so aflocted bim that he Jost, no time in ap- 
plying diligently to study till he had finished his 
education, when, his father quite delighted, brought 
him to tho Rajah of that country, who asked him 
what ho had to say and inyited him to speak free- 
ly. Greatly delighted at¢his, he addressed the Ra- 


jah in tho Sanscrit language but quite incorrectly, 
Ba 
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which caused the Rajah and his learned attendants 

to stare him full in the face, and treat him with 

contempt, ‘This led his son to ask why thoy be- 

haved so improperly towards lus fathers for, said ho, 

though he is reckoned ignorant yet he is not so% on 

the contrary it is you who show your ignorance in 

not understanding him, for he meant to ask the Ra-" 
jah’s assistance, This speech wis greatly applaud- 
ed, and duly rewarded. Tlence the saying that 

learned children are an honor to their parents. 


TALE XXIV. 
Or cratty MHtrowledgr. 


He that is full of craft and practices deceit, diss ys 
a@ meanness of character and a servility y of dis- 
position. ; . or , 


ILLUSTRATION, 


In the city of Goruckpore there lived a Rajah, 
Godysingh by name, who desired a cortain brahimun 
to tad a hook entitled the Chundeo, or the life of 
Dookga. At this time a brabmun, named Dharwa, 
who was yory handsome, appeared in gorgoous et- 
tire with a bird in his hand and with his forehdad 
dotted according to the Hindoo fashion. Secing the 
Rajah, ho uttered a few words yory ungrammatical- 
ly, upon which a Pusidit, Soobunktr by namo, one 
of the Rajah’s ministets, also came forward and deli- 
vored a few words as the other had done, for which 
all the pundits consured him. - Tho Rajah hearing 
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tis sbserved, that they who were illiterate were 
not worthy of admission into any society, and that 
they wl ho being clover used craft, were to be deem- 
ed gervile. ° 


TALE XXV. 
' On Laughing, 


He who is able by gestures or otherwise to make 
others laugh, is termed a jovial fellow. 


ILLUSTRATION, 


In the city of Kanchipore there lived a Rajah, 
Soojrutap by naine, in whose dominions four thieves 
were once detected, and being brought to trial be. 
fore the Rajah, were sentenced to death, It hap- 
pened that four of them being taken to the place 
of execution, when threc had been executed, the 
fourth began to think, that to endeavour to preserve 
life would bo highly praise-worthy, He therefore 
solicited the oxccutioner to postpone puttingahim 
to death til the Rajah appeared, who was expect- 
ed ina fow minutes, whom -ho would endeavour to 
please and thereby secure his pardon, The execus 
tioner hearing this, observed to him that he must, be 
an idiot to think of a reprieve after sentence of death 
had been passed on him. The thief replied, “Why 
“do you not wish to give me the advantage I seek 
“when I mean to try my-own faith?” The exe- 
cutioncr on this went torthe Rajah and related tho 
thief’s wishes, Tho Rajah agreed to his being 

Es 


( 64 ) 


brought before him. As the thiof was going to the 
Rajah, he artfully sewed some seeds on the banks of 
apond belonging to the king, and then addressed 
him thus, “ Sire, I appear before your Hizhness with 
the view of entreating that some of your attondants 
“may be ordered to sow seeds in your [lighness’ 
“ garden;” to which the king replied, “ Thou art por- 
“mitted to sow seeds ;” but observed he, “Sire, I 
“have no right to do so, for ifI had, f should not 
“have been so poor; to sow sceds is an honour 
© belonging only to suchas are not thieves.” The 
Rajah then remarked, that he could not take on 
himself to sow the seeds, for during his father’s 
life, he had been in the hahit of stealing money for 
the poor, The thief now hogged that the Vizier might 
do so, hut he mado an excuse and said, “I now 
“ recollect to have robbed the Rajah.” Atlast the 
thief pitched on the pundits, but they averred that 
even they were not honest, having taken medicinal 
pills without permission. Tho thief then began to 
regret that no onc was found guiltless, and asked 
the Rajah, why he should be cxecuted, whilst 
all others were in some moasuye dishonest. The 
Rajah hoaring this, {elt quito pleased, and rovok- 

ing his sontence, said to his Vizier, “ This man, 
“though guilty, has declared nothing but tho truth, 
[shall therefore release him, and give him an om- 
“ployment, as I am pleasod with his wit.” Tho 
thiefnow reprieved, was engaged by the Rajah, and 
aman who saw the transaction’ oxclaimed, that 
though a thief might bo culpable, yet his talents 
and skill might render him worthy of pardon. 
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The Vydaputee Pundit having finished his ac- 
éount of the third book, began with the fourth at the 
reqtest of Muha Rajah Shib-shinga. The Huricole 
Rajah again said, “ O Sage, I have known differ- 
* ent sorts of men, but never heard any thing about 
“ humanity ;” to Which he replied,  [Tumanity con- 
sists in being kind to our fellow-mortals, but liber- 
tines know little of that virtue, as they continue to 
prosecute their evil deeds, As to humanity, no one 
can exercise it, excopt he has been trained up in 
virtue.” ‘The Rajah observed, that he had heard 
much against his religion and that his mind was 
consequently wavering ; the Sago replied, “'To have 
“a right notion of the Deity, is every way reason- 
© abla, as well as to follow the religion of our fore- 
* fathers,” 


TALE XXVIL 
On Satweek ov upvightnress of cowduct, , 


“Iw the city of Mithila there lived a person of the 
Kaystha caste, named, Bodheo, who was remarakble 
for showing respect to people of rank, and for ‘en- 
gaging himself in the service of Rajahs for the 
maintenance of himself and his family. Tis hehavi- 
our towards all his fellow-creatures was directed by 
a desire not to. deprive, any man of his right ; nox 


did he attach himself to any other woman but his 
Be 
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lawful wife. He used to oxpend his money in Yo. 
ligious objects and in assisting tho poor. It hap- 
poned:that at the close of his life hoe was highly ap- 
proved of by hig: follow-mortals, who*maintained 
that: his conduct was worthy of imitation, for no- 
thing but good conduct ought to bo the object of a, 
man’s pursuit. 


TALE XXYVITL 
Orn Tauaiseck ov abecy Knowleage of religivi, 


Ho who has a deep knowledge of his own Religion 
and acts up to its precepts with haunanity, is 
termed a pious man. é 


ILLUSTRATION, 


IN the city of Rarah there was a brahmun nam- 
ed Srce-ICuntha, who was well qualified as a poot, 
and honest in his principles, and who was omployed 
tp wait on the Rajah and read some pootical works 
to kim. Oncoupon a time being presont beforo tho 
Rajah during an eclipse of the sun, and scoing a 
cow seized by an allignior, ho ventured to throw 
himself into the river {o rescue tho poor anifial 
from tho danger of being devoured. But as tho 
brahmun attempted to do so, tho alligator leaving 
the cow instantly seized him, Tho cow was therchy 
liberated, and the brahmun who had thus made him. 
self a voluntary prey to the alligator, was highly 
commended by all who witnessed "ihe transaction, 
particularly by his fellow brahmuns, 
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TALE XXVIII, 
On Unossuya ov ihe vnendment of conduct. 
* + 


He wlio having been found guilty ofa crime, reopents 
‘of it and performs religious deeds, is called an 
honest man. 


ILLUSTRATION, 


On the bank of a certain river called Kampillu, 
there lived a Rajah Memangud who had a son 
wham he placed next in rank to himself. It happen- 
ed that from being highly honored he began to be 
despised, because he molested his subjects. The 
sagés concur in their declaration that some children 
bring honour, whereas others bring dishonour to 
their parents ; but such as do the former are worthy 
of credit, and can command respect from others ; bo- 
sides a woman who is chaste is far'suporior to all 
those who Jack chastity, since that is the chief or- 
nament of the fair sex. The Princo however, after 
his father’s death, indulged himself in vice and im- 
morality 10 so groat an extent, as to dofraud his fel- 
Jaw subjocts of their rights, to practise debauchery 
wifhout remorse; and te injure the innocent. ' This 
displeased all his suhjocts, who boing of ono .ac- 
cord, resolved to wait on him with the view of point- 
ing out Itis orrors and of proposing a reformation of 
life, Atlength thoy appeared beforo him and thus 
addressed him, * O Princes whorofore dost thou lead 
a life so contrary to what*thou’ oughtest to do? Dost 
thou not know that immorality causes one’s ruin 
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and etemal perdition? Jf thou art sensible ofthis, 
it‘becomes thee to reform thy life and thereby to en- 
sure general applause.” To this the prince replied, 
“ What mean ye by accosting meso disagrecably?” 
The subjects answered, “ We mean to bring you 
to a sense of your faults, that you may practise ‘a 
different course of life, by becoming virtuous and 
ceasing to defraud, dishonour, and injure any one,” 
The Prince on this wished to know what it would 
avail a man to become virtuous, since he had no 
belief in a Deity who wquld grant rewards. His 
subjects then desived him not to speak so blasphe- 
mously as to express a disbeliefin tho Deity, for he 
would surely be punished for it. But he continued 
to maintain his perverse opinion, and his subjects 
returned to their respective homes, consulting how 
to dethrone him and to appoint his younger bro- 
ther in his room. This they at ast effected. Ob. 
serving his own downfall, and dreading to be ex- 
pelled the country, he left it with a courtezan, and 
having retired into a forost, abode thore with hor, 
mukjng use of the fruits presontad by the votarios of 
Heathenism for thoir food. In tho course of time 
being apprized of his brothor’s intention to come 
and destroy him, ho thought within himsolf thatas 
he had no forces to combat him, it were bettor for 
him to leave the place both for his own safety and 
that of his concubine. They both thorefore took 
shelter in another forest where they continued unmo- 
lested by any of their follow-croatutes, though des- 
titute both offood and raiment, .Duting winter, the 
weather heing cold, and they having no covering 
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dxcept one blanket, used to make the most of 
it, but the woman was dissatisfied and accusdd 
the unfortunate man of having lost hig kingdom 
through hi8 inhumanity, for said she, “ had thisttot 
“heen the case, you and I should have lived at 
, “base.” The Prince being grieved at this, replied 
instantaneously with a broken heart, “ Why dost 
“thou censure me, or advert to things, the recollec- 
“tion of which occasions sorrow ? Dost thou not 
“know that whatsoveris i in the fate of man can by 
“no means be averted ?, Murmur not because one 
“blanket does not answer for both ofus, as L am re- 
“ solved to obtain one for you separately.” Ag soon 
ashe had spoken these words he went off to a cer- 
tairhouse, where finding abrahmun asleep, he stript 
him of the blanket with which he was covered, but 
ag he was making off with it, the brahmun awoke 
and cried out aloud, which caused him to run off 
desperately til he reached a spot not fax from his 
ahodein tho forest, whore he halted and suddenly 
meditated on the impropriety ofhis conduct, which 
led to hits fooling due remorse and praying to Pxb- 
yidence for pardon and to a determination to re- 
ferm his conduct, This induced him to part with 
hig concubine whom he desired to depart. Greatly 
surprised at this request; she went away to some 
unknown place, The Prince from .that instant 
bogan to lead a penitent life, to shew much 
sorrow for his past transgressions and to invoke 
Providence fot forgiveness which rendered him 
an object of regard; for all those who saw him 
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praised him, and conforred on him the title of & 
rel Devotee. 


TALE XXIX, 
t 
On the sav effects of Hiches. 


Tnat riches occasion nothing but evil is an un- 
deniable fact, for whoover lives in tho pursuit of 
wealth, Icads a life different from that which a wise 
man would live, for he might either seek honour or 
remain in ignorance on the strength of his riches ; 
otherwise he might be covctous, if not self conceit- 
ed. We shall first treat of the lifo by which a yich 
man may be honoured. 


Tf a man who has amassed wealth,be free heart. 
ed, and distribute his riches alike for the mainte- 
nance of others, as he would for his own, such a ono 
may fairly betermed an upright man, but not other- 
wise, as the following oxample will shew. , 


: ILLUSTRATION, 


“In the city Pandooputtun there lived tho cour 
sellor of a corlain Rajah, called Muha Raj Doxa, 
a Kshetriya, who was a wealthy man, and who 
thinking that the distribution of his richos among 
his brethren, more particularly the poor, would ba 
tho only means of acquiring the character of an 
honourable life, ceasod not to show his attach- 
ment to his fellow-creatusos and fis bencvolenco, 
by helping all such as needed assistanco, for which 
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kind, act ho was lauded throughout the country 
th which he lived, and his fame spread so fay, that 
those Who knew him not, came to him for support. 
They were*chiefly brahmuns, to whom he used to 
proto even more favorable than to others, for they 
derived their support entirely from him, He was 
not only remarkable for his humane disposition but 
was eminently ledrned, and so at-once combined the 
character of an honourable, wealthy man, whose life 
closod with full comfort, and after whose death 
they who survived him averred, thata life like his 
was at all timos to be preferred to any other, 


TALE XXX, 
On fgyrovanee, 


He who lays out his own money in the hope of ob- 
taining that of others, is termed an unjust, un- 
principled man ; and he who is unacquainted asd 
religton is called an idiot. 


ILLUSTRATION. 


Jy tho city of Oyudya there rosided a banian na- 
mod Pruchoordhtin, the son of Bhooreebusoo, who on 
obtaining the woalth of his father, questioned ‘the 
Pundits as to how his father came to be wealthy. 
"They answered by commerce alone, as it is said 
in tho shastersethat by self-oxertion knowledge is 
acquired ; by being in the" sorvice of a prince, one 
is honoured ; by being Charitable he is esteomedt; 
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and by traffic is made wealthy, At this the,banti- 
en asked particularly what was moant by trafic, to 
which this answer was given, It signifies thoge irans- 
actions in which men purchase goods aitd dispose of 
them to profit; he banian hearing this, fofined 
arxesolution to lay out a certain portion of his 
wealth in trade, and ‘accordingly ‘did so, Upon" 
this, the peoplo of his neighbomliood Bogan to extol 
him, and to say that he was not sttch a one as his 
father, whose character was remarkable only for 
meanness, Besotted with this flattery, he became 
extravagant, till he found himself ruined and re- 
duced to the lowest stage of misery, whon he thus 
addressed himself: “ Ah ! had I heen a little more 
“careful in the preservation of my wealth, I should 
not now haye beenin such miserable ciicumstan- 
€ oes.” 


TALE XXXI, 


On Covetousitess. 


A covetous man is one who being rich ts still in the 
pursuit of wealth, and covets that belonging to 
his fellow-creatures, 


ILLUSTRATION, 


In the oity: of Beajynugur thore lived a gardonet 
named Kriteckoosul, wha by preparing garlands of 
flowers and selling them to advantage, had amassed 
some money, but he seoméd dissatis§ed, for ho ongag- 
ed himself in the sorvice of a cértain chicf to whom 
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he usgd io present garlands daily, and by whom he 
was atlast handsomely rewarded. But still dis- 
satisficds he thought of raising some more money by 
trade in which he took a delight, but his case was 
so véry deplorable, that covetous as ho was, he be- 
game tired of work, and being guilty of some crime 
"his goods wore confiscated by order of the “chief 
whom he had served, and he was after this reduced 
to tho greatest distress, Finding no alternative, he 
resumed his gardener’s employment, It happened 
that one night as he sat on the banks of a river, he 
saw two bags floating down which he attempted to 
seize, but he heard a voice to the following offect: 
“Covet no more, since covetousness has already 
vbeon, thy ruin;” but he, heedless of this warning, 
stretchod out his hand and took ono of the bags ; but 
as he was about to seize the other ho was onthe point 
of sinking, and laid hold of the root of a tree on the 
bank of that viver with one hand. ‘When the bag 
of which he was in pursuit was beyond his reach, 
beirtg full of covetousness, he cared little for his own 
lifo and’let go the root of the tree to seize tha. big 
and sunk immediatoly. Tlenceit is evident that a 
egyetons man pursucs his covetous desires till he ise 
mot hy death, 
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TALE XXXIL 
Ow Careless. 


This is remarkable in a pet'son who accumulates 
wealth and secures it with great care, for his fu- 
ture life. 

ILLUSTRATION. 


In the city of Joyuntes there lived a Rajah, Beor- 
bikrum by name, who having accumulated somo 
wealth enjoyed it with his children freo {rom moles- 
tation, One night it so happened, that as the Ra- 
jah was asleop, a sudden yoice awoke him,» and 
he knowing from whenco the voice proceeded, felt 
quite surprised. But he soon saw a pretty woman 
well decorated with jewels, who spoke in thie same 
voice, and whom he asked why sho was crying. 
She answered, “ Because I am about to quit you, 
« ‘being the goddess of Fortune and having proved 
a long propitious to you.” ‘ho Rajah asked 
why she mourned. Sho rejoined, merely from 'the 
aegard I have for you. Tho Rajah now wish- 
od to know, why, if sho rogarded him, sho wisheé 
‘to quit him, Because, said she, I am of a ficklé 
disposition, nevor inclined to continuo long in one 
place, and as Lam about to leave you, I wish you to 
listen to these wordy, “ IIo who is nfraid of others 
“and is a coward, must be discarled by the god- 
“dess of Fortune.” Tho », Rajah hearing this, took 
it to heart, and began to say, that unless he were 
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, guilty of some crime the Goddess could never leave, 
him. Hashowever solicited her to prove favorable 
-te his postajty, and sho agreod to it; thus then did 
he Hae Secure the favor of the Goddessof For- 
tun, * 


Ory PBarsinesiy, 


Thore be nine sorts of misers as por the above- 
mentioned. 


On Mamet ov Garrtowress, 
Jt consists of five kinds, viz. Unookool, Dukhin, 
Beedugdha, Dhoorta, and Ghusmur. 
As for explanations of the above, there are none 
given by the translator lest tho reader should find 
it tiresome to read them. : 


. » OF Utookool, 
He that regards his wifo, and pollutes not his ho. 
dy by going astray, is termed a Dukhin. 
Of Beedugaha, 
The person who, being blessed with fortune, c- 


gards such women as are chaste, is justly termed, 
Boedugdha. 
coe 


Oe mpoorta. 
‘Tho man who likes not his own consort, but loves 
stvange women, is termed Dhoorta, 
weg, OE Gehustrenr. 
’ The person why, is a hero,*learned, and wise, and 
not entangled by tho delusions of women, is termed 
Ghusmur, 
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On Beatitude, | 
. Thig, ‘according to the opinion of somaa supposes 
pleasure to arise from worldly pursnity, but accord. 
ing to gthers froma sense of man’s obligatien and 
' peace.of mind. There are three sorts of Beatitgdo, 
viz Neerbundhee, Nispriha, and Lubdha Sidhoo.~ 


OF Neerdurvhee, 


‘Those who are oxempt from worldly: pleasuros, 
and attend to the instruction of thoir spiritual in- 
structors, axe blessed with Necrbundhee. 


OF Nispripa. 

Thisis.a great blessing, and consists in.a:man’s 
being truly charitablo, and thereby onjogingsponce 
ofmind, |. 

Of auboba sKinbee: 

, This means the duty of hating what has beon al- 

ready tasted. 


FINIS. 





